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Status of children’s education in Yemen

Executive procedures
for improving education standards

Yehia Abdullah Al-Motawakel*

This article tackles the procedures that have been executed in
Yemen for the sake of improving the standard of education for
both kindergarten and primary education levels. It also discusses
the proceedings taken for children with special needs.

The article clarifies the efforts the country exerts in this
concern as well as its focus on providing children with their rights
in education. This is achieved through granting them education
opportunities in the all varied stages, together with the availability

of all the necessary factors such as school buildings, furniture and
teachers.

Additionally, the article indicates to what extent the Yemen
Ministry of Education is concerned with educating girls, giving
them equal opportunities by providing them with separate schools.
Furthermore, it sheds light on the studies Yemen makes for the
benefit of children with special needs. In this concern, it has
already established the necessary centers and institutions, aiming
at inserting them in the public schools in order to obtain an
opportunity equal to the one which other children get.

* General Manager of Kindergarten — Education Sector — Ministry of Education —Yemen
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- Cultural identity of Arab children
A vision from the Egyptian reality

Mahmoud Medhat*

This article discusses the issue of identity in today’s world, which
started to be an urgent phenomenon in many of the world countries and
peoples, especially the Arab ones. Moreover, it tackles the crisis of
cultural identity itself, which is represented in the cultural duplicity, and
from which our Arab societies and countries are suffering. This cultural
duplicity is illustrated in our use of the material products of other
cultures, without accepting their cultural values, and inserting them in
our national culture and identity, such as: justice, freedom, accepting the
other...etc.

The article explains the actual status that formulates the cultural
identity of the Egyptian children and the dangers that face their cultural
identity. One of the most important of these dangers, and which is
considered to be strongly related to the problem of cultural duplicity, is
the multiplicity of education types: general, technical, religious and
languages. This multiplicity of education types contrasts with the role of
school, which is considered to be the first upbringing institution that
bastcally aims at building the cultural identity.

At the end of the article, the writer emphasizes the importance of the
fact that children should posses a cultural identity that enables them to
confront the coming and future challenges, keeping their interests and
continuing their civilized hurnan roles.

* Egyptian researcher
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Cultural identity of children in the Arab world
Mahmoud Kasem*

At the beginning of his article, the writer points out that today’s child
is totally different from the child who has become a twenty years old
young man. They have been exposed to different factors. The writer
explains that one of the most important factors which formulate child’s
cultural identity is the family culture and the relationship between the
child and his/her nearest people at home (parents or grandparents).
However, family is not considered the only source that formulates the
child’s cultural identity, there are other related sources that interact
together to formulate the child’s cultural identity.

The writer discusses three of the different sources that formulate the
cultural identity of children: books, pictures and computers. He explained
that children are not eager to read unless books contain what entertains
them, touches their senses, and encourages them to connect with the
outside environment as well as inspiring them with imagination. This is
why children prefer detective and scientific stories and this kind of
writing has spread more than all other kinds of children’s literature.

The writer illustrates that picture culture- which is represented in
television, cinema and satellite channels - i1s considered to be stronger
and more effective in formulating the cultural identity of children in the
Arab world, in addition to their being easier and more attractive.
However, the Arab world now has become a receiver more than being a
creator in this field. Nowadays the American culture is the governing
one, having a different vision and mentality from our Arab culture.
Therefore, picture culture needs to be subject to research and a plan
should be set on the general Arab level.

* Children’s Writer — Egypt
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Arab culture identity in a changing world

Dr. Mohamed Ibrahim Eid*

This article illustrates that the Arab cultural identity draws its
characteristics from well-established bases. These bases were formed by
"geographical constants”, "historical variables”, aspirations to the future
and a complex heritage.

The "geographical constants" reflect a geographical expansion from
the Atlantic Ocean to the Arabian Gulf free from natural obstacles.
Understanding the "historical variables” leads to a deeper understanding
of the future. The aspirations to the future are, more or less, a common
factor among the members of one nation. The complex heritage has a
well-established base consists of a “strength of belief", a moderate
behavior that translates the meaning of tolerance in spite of the variance
in origin and beliefs, and the Arabic language which is the melting pot of
the intellect and spirit of a single Arab nation.

This is our identity that our children will inherit and so we have to
set an Arab strategy to make this inheritance solid and strong. There are
some basic pillars that might help in preparing this strategy:

- Believing that a tolerant strong belief is an indication of mental and
spiritual health free from violence or terrorism. The moderate
behavior is an indication of mental health and intellectual alertness
characterized by mental flexibility and adaptability, which are the
criteria for any progress and righteous behavior.

- Emphasizing tolerance that believes that variance in thinking and
belief is legitimate.

- - Emphasizing that the Arabic language creates a unity of thinking
and of mind without neglecting other languages in order to
understand how the nations around us think.

* Professor of Mental Health — Faculty of Education — Ain Shams University - Eg)}pt
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The effectiveness of using different types

of playing in the process of amending some
behavior disorders of kindergarten children

Dr. Khaled Abdel Razik Al-Sayed*

This study aims at examining the effectiveness of using
different types of playing (free playing — group cooperation
playing — individual competition playing) in the process of
amending behavior disorders of kindergarten children. The
study tackles the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Disorders (DSMIV) that is issued by the American
Psychological Association on 1994, as well as the
International Classification of Diseases (ICD).

In his study, the researcher gives definitions to playing,
group playing, individual competition playing and behavior
disorders, in addition to identifying their different
characteristics. The results of the study show that free playing
is the most effective type in amending behavior disorders of
kindergarten children.

* Professor of psychology — Faculty of Teachers for Kindergarten — Cairo University —
Egypt
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The effectiveness of family counseling on
reducing attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
in mentally retarded children

Dr. Amira Taha Bakhash*

This study aims at designing and producing a family counseling
program and training mothers on how to deal properly with their
mentally retarded children, as well as providing them with care methods
and the appropriate educational and psychological counseling. Moreover,
it aims at examining the effectiveness of the family counseling program
which is used in reducing attention deficit hyperactivity disorder in a
sample of children who are mentally retarded but still able to learn.

The results of this study illustrate the effectiveness of counseling
mothers, as one type of family counseling, in reducing attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder in mentally retarded children. In her conclusion,
the researcher has recommended and emphasized the importance of the
following: |

- Providing a family atmosphere which is suitable for taking care of

a disabled child through organized programs that aim at fulfilling
his/her needs.

- Providing a sufficient awareness to the family members in order

to enable them to deal properly with a disabled child.

- Training some of the family members on how to change some

inappropriate manners of a disabled child.

* Associate Professor — Faculty of Education — Om El-Kora University- Saudi Arabia
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Children and the visual perception
in the architectural spaces

Dr. Huda Abdel Rahman Al-Shayal*

This field research explains the importance of understanding a
child’s view of his/her surrounding world, a view that affects the way
through which the child deals with the people around him/her. Therefore,
the engineer and the architectural designer should put into consideration
children’s vision and interaction with the architectural environment in
which they are living. Such understanding enables them to produce the
most suitable architectural environment for children to gain the organic
and civilized growth with which we hope to provide them.

The subject of this research is basically discussing the visual
perception of spaces for Egyptian children. It is considered a new
research field in the Egyptian architectural studies. This research contains
two studies, the first of which is a theoretical study of the status of
Egyptian children. It aims at analyzing the growth stages of children and
the factors that affect that growth with the aim of reaching the
psychological factors which affect children’s perception. The second one
is a field study based upon comparing the visual perception of a group of
pre-school children who live in architectural environments with different
visual components. |

* Faculty of Engineering —~ Misr University for Science and Technology — Egypt
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Child 'Iabou_r is a shame
on the contemporary civilization

Dr. Mohamed Abbas Nour-Eldien*

The importance of this study lies in the fact that it sheds light on the
dangers of the phenomenon of child labour and its negative effects on
both the children themselves and the society in general. This research
reviews the physical and psychological dangers of child labour, and
tackles the Convention concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action
for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour.

The study explains the difficulty of accurately assessing to the size
of the phenomenon of child labour, since the statistics of the International
Labour Organization are under-estimation. The official statistics either
under-record the problem or try to decrease its size in order to avoid
being condemned for having such phenomenon.

The study illustrates that poverty and illiteracy are the main direct
factors which lead to the spread of child labour. It emphasizes that there
is a direct relationship between school attendance and child labour, as
whenever the children are off school, it is hard to prevent them from
working in their early years, especially if the relevant legislation does not
prohibit child labour.

The study concludes that confronting this phenomenon requires first
exerting a lot of effort and second that a general strategy - which aims at
eliminating this phenomenon on a long-term basis — should be set.
Moreover, the study points out the importance of non-governmental

organizations’ participation in the execution of any strategies to put an
end to child labour.

* Professor of High Education — Faculty of Education — University of Mohammed the
Fifth — Morocco
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