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Denise Helly, « La peur de I’Islam », SociologieS [En ligne],
Débats, Penser les inégalités, mis en ligne le 23 février 2015,
consulté le 23 février 2015.

URL : http://sociologies.revues.org/4900

gl padel|
The fear of Islam

This articles surveys the economic and sociopolitical context of the rise of Islamophobic prejudices,
primarily in Europe. Beginning with the reaffirmation of the Liberal ideology after 1945, which
sought to protect the rights of national, ethnic, and racial minorities, the author identifies some of
the factors that have lead to a reaction of the majorities and the strengthening of ethnocentrism.
These factors include a resistance to cultural pluralism (which irremediably transforms the majority
society), and the loss of social status by the middle-class resulting from economic globalization.
The author also identifies some of the reasons why Muslims constitute a preferred target of such
animosity on the part of the majorities: the demographic importance of this minority; their limited
ability to organize and mobilize; the fear of political Islamism since the Iranian Revolution of 1979;
the end of the repressive control of internal tensions in regions dependent on the Soviet Union since
its fall in 1989; lastly, Western interests in the energy resources of the Middle East. The author then
identifies some modern beliefs which are challenged by the presence of Islam, thus fostering
Islamophobia: the paradigm of rationalism, according to which religion would be an intellectual
archaism that cannot subsist in a modern society; the paradigm of inevitable secularization,
challenged by the persistence of religious belief; the notion of a necessary opposition between the
State and religion; the conception of a threat on popular sovereignty by the judiciary (since it
protects minorities); lastly, the perception of Islam and of religions in general as intrinsically
oppressive towards women.
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Relations major mental metaphor in the Holy Quran
The causal relationship model
Assistant Professor Dr. Falah Hassan Kata
Head of Science Qur'an and Islamic Education Department
College of Education — Mustansiriya University
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Abstract
The prevailing relations of mental trope in Holy Qura n

Studying the mental trope in holy Quran has more views and analysis in the capacity of main
subjects in the rhetori cal studies related to the holy Quran .

| think that mental trope characterized by prevailing causative relations in holy Quran which
considered its study is a typical for studying the other dominating relations .In this research | tried
to analyze the causative relation and under standing its characters by studying the prevailing
predicative patterns in it .

The research is applied in addition , it depends on a ppreciating to characterize by the rhetorical
and literary feature and to be away from logic and routine .
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Issues of Literary Criticism Heredity & Poetic Creativity:
A Critical Study
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Introduction

Poetry was generally considered to be the register (diwan) of the Arabs, and as a later author, al-
Marziiqi (d. 421/1030) puts it, a "depository" (‘mustawda®) of knowledge and the equivalent of
books to other nations (1991:1/3).The expression al-sir diwan al-“Arab also appears in the opening
verse of a poem in Abi Firas al-Hamadani's Diwan— ("Divan," or "A Collection of Poems").
However, not only the craft of poetry, but also the route to it, is fraught with difficulties. Even those
who tried to unravel its obscurity are but a few; for there is not even a certain course or definite type
to help account for that equivocalness. As the source of talent and inspiration is also vague and
inscrutable, literary men are always obfuscated, critics are much mystified, and even poets are upset
to demystify the features of that vagueness. Non-Arab poets attributed it to the ancient Greek
goddesses of poetry and art. Most Arab critics attributed it to narration (transmission), temperament,
training and practice. Many contemporary poets and artists still pay homage to the Nine Muses of
the Greek Mythology with invocations and poems. It is worth noting that poetic inspiration is also
described as a form of divine madness emanating from the Muses, and Democritus, the ancient
Greek pre-Socratic philosopher, is cited together with Plato as an important source for the idea of
poetic inspiration as a form of madness or furor poeticus. This madness and possession takes hold
of the poet's soul, rousing it to Bacchic frenzy to produce poetry (Murray, 2015:160).

Strictly speaking, 'Inspiration’ is another concept that is contributing to an enriched understanding
of what may be meant by creativity. Inspiration has meant many different things at different times
and places. It usually refers the reader to a privileged relation between the poet's act of composition
and some transcendent principle such as the Muse, Apollo, Genius or the Romantic imaginations. In
The Theory of Inspiration (1997), which is framed as "a study of theories of 'creativity' in Western
literary history since the Enlightenment; or [...] of the understanding of the process of composition
as the site of a unique, valuable and rare transformation and even revolution of the psyche; in a
word, ‘inspiration,” Clark affirms that, "inspiration, in its simplest description as the notion of
composition as dictation by an other, is both the oldest and the most contemporary theory of the
genesis of the poetic”(1997:1, 283).

The key concept here is that of dictation by 'an other': the sense of the individual moved by a force
larger than her- or himself. Clark's use of the phrase is prompted by Derrida, especially his 'Psyche:
invention of the other' (Derrida, 2007:311-43), but, as he argues throughout the book, the concept
resonates in various ways with both archaic notions of ‘the Muse' and modern constructions of ‘the
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Unconscious.' The 'other’ that is 'dictating' might therefore be attributed to all sorts of agencies and
influences: to a divinity or part of the psyche (Psyche, Greek for 'spirit,' 'soul' and 'mind,’ is the
name of a classical nymph as well as the defining term in psychology); to language and symbolic
systems at large ('it is language that writes, not the author,’ says Barthes in 'The death of the author'
(1997:142-8); or to a historical moment, a political movement, an inner emotion, or an outer
motivation (all four of these 'mo-'words carry a common sense of 'movement,’ from Latin movere,
motum).The common factor is the partly explicable, not merely ineffable, experience of being
'moved' and 'taken over' by something or someone perceived to be 'other.’

In its oldest form, ‘inspiration’ belongs to the cluster of ideas associated with breathing as a means

of communication between gods and men, and in several Indo-European traditions we find poetry
linked with breath or wind. In that world, as in many other cultures, the belief in breaths as a
medium of contact between divinity and humankind is indeed widespread. In the Homeric poems, a
god or a daimon is often said to breathe menos (strength or spirit) into a warrior (e.g. 1.10.482), and
in the Odyssey (19.138), Penelope says that it was a daimon who first breathed into her the idea of
weaving the web. But, in both the Platonic and the biblical traditions inspiration described the
supposed possession of an individual voice by some transcendent authority. The muse speaks, and
the poet is only her mouthpiece and servant; or in the medieval Christian tradition the human
scriptor has authority only as a scribe of divine truth. Both notions actually negate individual
creativity (Clark, 1997:2).

A number of different theories about the nature of poetry and the poet coexisted in the Renaissance.
In their formulation of these theories, Renaissance poets and critics drew on certain key classical
texts, but modified them in the light of their Christian beliefs. Aristotle's Poetics (scarcely known in
the Middle Ages) and Horace's The Art of Poetry were the most important of these. A group of
works on the nature of oratory, rhetoric, and on the role of the orator contributed directly to poetic
theory: Aristotle's Rhetoric; Cicero's Orator and On the Orator, and Quintilian's Education of an
Orator. Plato was generally influential as reinterpreted by the Neo-Platonists, but three works
dealing directly or indirectly with poetic theory, lon, Phaedrus and Republic X, were read on their
own right. The education theory of poetry was influenced by a minor essay of Plutarch, Have the
Young Man Should Study Poetry. There was a large body of Renaissance Italian criticism drawing
on classical sources, but with important exceptions this went unread by English critics (Isabel
Rivers, 1994:149).

Unlike their modern counterparts, Renaissance critics were on the whole less concerned with the
sources of poetry than with its function. In terms of its sources and its relation to reality, poetry was
variously regarded as inspiration, madness, imaginative creation or imitation. In terms of its
function, its effect on the individual or on society, it was regarded as a civilizing force, an
educational instrument, a means to an action or a key to secret knowledge. The poet, depending on
which view of poetry the critic was adopting, was a madman, priest (Latin vates), prophet,
craftsman, teacher, orator or social critic. Poetry was often treated as part of what was considered a
larger, more important, subject, usually theology, philosophy or rhetoric.

In Renaissance poetry reference to the Muses is often simply elaboration of a convention, or a
device whereby the poet personifies an aspect of himself (as in Sidney's famous outburst in
Astrophel and Stella i: "'Fool!" said my Muse to me, "Look in thy heart and write™), it can also be
a serious embodiment of the tension between classical and Christian images and vocabularies,
heroic inspiration by the Muses sometimes fusing and sometimes contrasting with prophetic
inspiration by angels or apostolic inspiration by the Holy Ghost. (Ibid, 149-50)
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English Romantic poets such as Coleridge and Shelley believed that inspiration came to a poet
because the poet was attuned to the (divine or mystic) 'winds' and because the soul of the poet was
able to receive such visions. Some, like Poe or Paul Valéry, cast the notion as a popular or naive
indulgence. Others, like Shelley or the surrealists, see inspiration as something to be reclaimed and
given a genuinely philosophical underpinning. In A Defence of Poetry, Shelly writes:

Poetry is not like reasoning, a power to be exerted at the determination of the will. A man cannot
say, 'l will compose poetry.' The greatest poet even cannot say it: for the mind in creation is as a
fading coal which some invisible influence, like an inconstant wind, awakens to transitory
brightness: this power arises from within, like the colour of a flower which fades and changes as it
is developed, and the conscious portions of our natures are unprophetic of either its approach or its
departure. Could this influence be durable in its original purity and force, it is impossible to predict
the greatness of the results: but when composition begins, inspiration is already on the decline, and
the most glorious poetry that has ever been communicated to the world is probably a feeble shadow
of the original conception of the poet. | appeal to the greatest Poets of the present day, whether it be
not an error to assert that the finest passages of poetry are produced by labor and study. (Qtd. in
Clark, 1997:144)

The matter did not differ in the Arab arena. In his poem entitled "The Poet's Song," the Arab
Romantic poet Aboul Qacem Echebbi (Arabic Abt al-Qasim ash-Shabbi 1909-1934) prays and
invokes entreatingly the Muses to provide him with divine inspiration. In his Diwan Aghant al-
Hayat ("Divan of Life Songs"), he says (1966:101-104):

G @Ay Al AL o 0n sl psag Suai b
&/M: o 88 “,.u.&':'; s/,a.a.m ) 2.)) u Q;lhl,.ﬁ.\.“ 91-'!,!\ il e “,-um.'
Ol Gy () ppdl Ayl gl allal) B a0 Le duase

O Muses, goddess of verse and dreams! Inspire me;

I've already got bored with the gloominess of the universe.
O Muses! Inspire me;

I've got bored with people, sons of devils.

O Muses! | am deplorably desperate,

Having no hope in this sordid world. (My translation)

Similarly, to some modern Arab poets, devils and genies were their source of inspiration. The valley
of “Abgar ) (“fairyland") was the homeland of such hidden powers and even creative poets often
associate their creativity and inspiration to that valley. The famous Arab poet “Abd al-Wahab al-
Bayati laid bare that association between authors and poets with devils and jinn, saying (Ad-Diwan,
1979:861):

G Uyl g S8 ral ) 8 U R (e cpbilpall
The genies of “Abgar have companionship with our authors,

An unknown place ancient Arabs thought it was the dwelling place of Jinn and hidden spirits (Lisan al-*Arab).) ('
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And devils have a tithe of our verses.

However, realistic poets believe that poetry is the product of human soul, which is gifted divinely
by artistic talent. They substitute inspiration with both artist's consciousness, voluntary effort and
his mind's unconscious effort. In brief, their theory is abstracted in that the poet or the artist holds
his ideas and artistic images unconsciously, then, these ideas and images delve deep into the artist's
unconscious regions of the mind until a proper illuminating moment they are provoked or stirred up
to the surface. This is what modern researches asserted that unconsciousness is the outcome of
consciousness (Cavillier, 1931:959, my translation).

It is hardly to be wondered at, that primitive peoples attributed such sudden, overpowering flashes
of insight as due to a direct inspiration of the gods, as the Greeks to Apollo, or in the middle ages to
supernatural agencies, ineffable powers, spirits, angels or demons, even a modern poet may invoke
the muse to inspire his song, clinging to the old tradition. It appears so far removed from the
ordinary processes of reason and consciousness, it is not under the control of the will; it is
capricious, appearing unexpectedly, not when wanted we can no more summon it than we can sleep
and dreams; its comparatively rare appearance and often overmastering strength all combine to
invest inspiration with characters that suggest interference from another world. Edgar Allan Poe's
‘The Philosophy of Composition' (1846) remains the most cited demolition of crude ideas of
intuitive creativity:

Most writers—poets in especial—prefer having it understood that they compose by a species of fine
frenzy—an ecstatic intuition—and would positively shudder at letting the public take a peep behind
the scenes, at the elaborate and vacillating crudities of thought [...] at the cautious selections and
rejections—at the painful erasures and interpolations [...] which, in ninety-nine cases out of the
hundred, constitute the properties of the literary histrio. (Qtd. in Clark, 1997:1)

Yet accounts of inspiration have persisted, ineradicably, as part of Western literary culture for more
than three thousand years.

In the mid-nineteenth century, Genetics, as an empirically verifiable science, emerged and unveiled
the hereditary genes that link the living being with origins and beginnings(genesis), and transmit the
traits of the progenitor to the descendants through chromosomes and their linkage with DNA. This
means the transmission of such traits of parents to their children.

Psychology has taken over the roles previously assumed by religion and myth in providing the
dominant discourse for the more mysterious aspects of the creative process and the unseen
promptings and subterranean eruption of unconscious desires. In the early 20th century,
psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud located inspiration in the inner psyche of the artist. Carl Gustav
Jung's theory of inspiration suggests that an artist is one who was attuned to racial memory, which
encoded the archetypes of the human mind.

The question is: Is poetic talent considered as one of such traits that are transmitted genetically from
parents to children? Did literary criticism beforetime observe the transmission of talent through
heredity and genes? Moreover, did the speech about poetic genealogy be from that perspective? Did
the issue proceed in modern criticism under this scientific advancement? Such questions laid the
concrete groundings to fulfill this study.

Despite the fact that previous studies were addressed to collecting and studying Arabic verses
during certain epochs throughout history such as pre-Islamic time, Umayyad, Abbasid and Fatimid
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caliphates, the present study adopts a different approach. Hence, the overall aim, then, is to
investigate the issue of hereditary transmission of verse composition in Arabic poetry and try to
account for its accuracy. It also traces the genealogical line in different bardic families to prove
genetic transmission in such families in particular and as a whole.

The study is divided into three parts with an introduction, a preface and a conclusion. The
Introduction, as it should have been clear by now, illustrates some important concepts, delineates
and paves the way to the study and includes a detailed plan and reasons for the study. The Preface
defines the concept of heredity and its origins. Part One deals with heredity of poetic creation from
a scientific perspective. Part Two argues Arab critics' standpoints about heredity of poetic talent. As
to Part Three, the last part, it is chiefly concerned with tackling hereditary poetic or bardic families
from a critical perspective. The Conclusion recapitulates the main findings of the study and is
followed by a Bibliography that includes the references used in the study. The study used the
integrative approach that adheres to the documentation of texts, writing Arabic verses correctly and
strictly with their English translations as possible. All translations not otherwise acknowledged are
my own.

Preface
Concept of Heredity and Origin

According to Merriam Webster's Dictionary, heredity is: "a: the sum of the characteristics and
potentialities genetically derived from one's ancestors, b: the transmission of such qualities from
ancestor to descendant through the genes." In Arabic language, it is derived from the root verb
‘waritha' /'wériea/ (literally means: inherited or bequeathed) and its linguistic derivatives which
means 'to keep something.” In the Prophetic Hadith, as narrated by At-Tirmidhi ) and others from
Ibn ‘Umar: The Prophet seldom rose (stand) from a sitting before he first supplicated in these words
for his Companions: "O Allah, grant us to enjoy use of our hearings, our sights, and our strengths as
long as You keep us alive, and make it the inheritor from us [i.e. pass it on to our posterity]." a3l y"
"Ua & )3l The Prophet's use of the word "inheritor" can now be understood in the light of Mendel's
discoveries on the dominant genes exerting a controlling influence in heredity and causing the
recessive genes not to appear in the offspring. One of the attributes of Allah is "Al-Warith" which
means:"The One Whose Existence Remains; The Inheritor, The Heir." Al-Warith, Glory to Him,
remains after the extinction of all beings. He inherits everything after the extinction of everyone and
everything. The dead person bequeathed and left his property & sl means that he left it to others .

Conventionally, Genetics is the study of genes, heredity, and genetic variation in living organisms.
It is generally considered a field of biology, but it intersects frequently with many of the life
sciences and is strongly linked with the study of information systems. Biological or heritable traits
pass from parents to their offspring and from one generation to the next via DNA, a molecule that
encodes genetic information. This transmittance or passing means "preservation' which is achieved
both in the conventional and linguistic sense; however, it means in the linguistic sense a 'material
offer' and an "abstract description’ in the conventional one.

(') Jami® at-Tirmidhi, English Translation, Vol. 6, The Book of Supplications, Hadith N0.3502, 2007.
(") Ibn Manziir, M. (b.1232-1311 or 12).Lisaan al-°Arab ("Arabs’ Language"), Dar Bayyrit lil-Tiba‘ah wa-al-Nashr,
Beirut.
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This is the process by which an offspring cell or organism acquires or becomes predisposed to the
characteristics of its parent cell or organism. Through heredity, variations exhibited by individuals
can accumulate and cause some species to evolve through the natural selection of specific
phenotype traits. Thus, the study of heredity in biology is called genetics, which includes the field
of epigenetic.

Cells contain the hereditary information necessary for regulating cell functions and for transmitting
information to the next generation of cells. Within cells, the long strands of DNA form condensed
structures called chromosomes. Organisms inherit genetic material from their parents in the form of
homologous chromosomes, containing a unique combination of DNA sequences that code for
genes. Chromosome gets replicated, resulting in an 'X'-shaped structure called a metaphase. Thus,
they must be replicated, divided, and passed successfully to their daughter cells so as to ensure the
genetic diversity and survival of their progeny. Each living organism has a fixed number of
chromosomes in his body cells. Chromosomes in humans can be divided into two types: autosomes
and sex chromosomes. Human cells have (23) pairs of chromosomes (22 pairs of autosomes and
one pair of sex chromosomes), giving a total of 46 per cell .

Law of Transgenerational Inheritance (Parent-child Transmittance) of Genetic Traits

Genetic traits handed down or carried over from parents to offspring are subject to the "Law of
Traits" (recessive and dominant traits). In the dominant traits, one pair of correspondent genes can
impose traits information it carries on the next generation. To be dominant, it is sufficient that the
gene carries this trait is observable and to be found on one of the identical chromosomes. However,
the quality or trait is recessive and not existent in the offspring if the recessive gene is found on the
two identical chromosomes (Al-Ganziiry, 2008:23).

Types and Forms of Inheritance

There are three types for the transmittance of genetic traits from the ancestry (the stem, a
progenitor) to the branch (offspring). First, bodily heredity which is quite evident in the physical
appearance (physiognomy): height of stature, color of hair, color of eyes... etc. Secondly, moral
heredity: prudence, piety, virtue. Thirdly, mental heredity: perception, emotion, innate
predisposition, talents and arts.

(') Referto: Al-G: -y, Munir °Ali (2008). Genes and Biology of Genetic Diseases, P. 7, Cairo: Dar Al-Ma“arif.
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The third type is still questionable. Hence, the issue of "poetic heredity” becomes under
investigation. To private people, it is an elusive argument, but to the public is easily tackled. In a
live program entitled "Poetry and Politics,” Al-Jazirah TV Channel invited the Palestinian poet
Tamim Al-Barghouti on the eleventh of September 2015. In fact, Al-Barghouti @ was born in 1977
to a Palestinian poet Mourid Al-Barghouti and an Egyptian novelist Radwa Ashiir.The interviewer
began his talk about the number of people who awaited and considered probable and certain the
corollary birth of a poet through the marriage of the Palestinian poet Mourid Al-Barghoutt and the
Egyptian novelist, the poet who carries the literary and poetic genes from both his parents. This
hope was achieved by the birth of their poet son, Tamim Al-Barghouti. Accordingly, we can pose a
more difficult question: can poetic creativity be inherited and bequeathed?

Part (1): Inheritance of Poetic Creativity from a Scientific Perspective

(A) Inheritance of Poetic Creativity According to Analogy

A fresh understanding of Islamic scripture reveals references to principles of genetics that predate
contemporary discoveries. Islam uses genetics to settle matters related to faith and debate. Allah,
the Exalted, says in the Noble Qur'an: (aksLai uﬁf—i Lag 4-335}3 s Al i) (Al-Bagarah, 2:146;
Al-An‘am, 7: 20) which means in Enghsh "Those to whom We gave the Scripture (Jews and

Christians) recognize him (i.e. Muhammad ] (PBUH) as a Messenger of Allah, as they recognize
their own sons)." In a Chapter entitled "What has been Related About The Qa'if" (Those Who Are

Experts On Heredity), °A'ishah®®, the Prophet's wife (May Allah be pleased with her '5-) narrated

that the Prophet (14:5) visited her in a very happy mood, his face beaming with joy and said: "Don't
you see that the Mujazziz (a tracer and an expert on heredity) looked just now at Zayd bin Harithah
and Usamah bin Zayd, and said: 'These feet belong to each other.™ (Jami ® At-Tirmidhi 2129, Book
31, Hadith No. 5—English translation: Vol. 4, Book 5, Hadith No. 2129). The Arabic version of
Hadith is:

dﬁ\)jw@cdaééujmm\uim@d\u\‘mtsusso\g))sus:sutg.uua\us‘u.ﬂ\m.hcﬂ\.mﬁm.\a
JUQAQAJJ.UMV'"9'43.:9«1.6.:'4;&'\e_g\ﬂDJAJUQJJJwMLuUMJlAwJAJuJ‘Lh\)ha\JJAAu\‘5‘).1‘:3\

Both the Qur'anic and the Prophetic texts prove the concrete or physical similarity between the stem
and the branch. The relationship may exceed the direct origin in line to the remote one (ancestor) as
in the famous case which happened during the Prophet's time when a man came to him slandering
against his wife and suspecting his son. The whole story is narrated in Sunan Ibn Majah in "The
Chapters on Marriage."”

(%) Al-Barghouti studied politics at Cairo University, The American University in Cairo, and Boston University, where
he received his Ph.D. in Political Science. He has written two volumes of history and political thought: Benign
Nationalism: Nation State Building Under Occupation, the Case of Egypt, published in Arabic by the Egyptian National
Library in 2008, and "the Umma and the Dawla: The Nation State and the Arab Middle East", published in London the
same year. Al-Barghouti was a visiting professor of politics at Georgetown University in Washington DC from 2008 till
20011, and is currently a Consultant to the United Nations Economic and Social Committee for West Asia.

(3 °A’ishah bint Abi Bakr (613/614 — 678 CE; Arabic: &&ie transliteration: “A’ishah [Sa:?ifa), also transcribed as

A'ishah, Aisyah, Ayesha, A'isha, Aishat, Aishah, or Aisha /'a:i: fa:/https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aisha -

cite_note-2) was one of Prophet Muhammad' s-"-f*—i wives. In Islamic writings, her name is thus often prefixed by the

title "Mother of the Believers" (Arabic: ¢wiasal) lUMm al-mu'minin), per the description of Prophet Muhammad' 57-5*-1’
wives in the Qur'an.
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It was narrated that Abu Hurairah said: "A man from Bana Fazarah came to the Messenger of
Allah, and said: 'O Messenger of Allah, my wife has given birth to a black boy! The Messenger of
Allah said: 'Do you have camels?' He said: "Yes.' He said: "What color are they?' He said: 'Red.' He
said: 'Are there any grey (dusky) ones among them?' He said: 'Yes, there are some grey (dusky)
ones among them.' He said: 'Where does that come from?' He said: It is perhaps the strain (“irq) to
which it has reverted, whereupon he (the Prophet) said: 'Likewise, It is perhaps the strain (irg, lit.
blood-vessel) to which he (the child) has reverted (4¢3 & irqun naza‘ahu)." (Vol.3, Book9,
Hadith N0.2002 — Arabic reference: Book 9, Hadith N0.2080).

The Arabic version of Hadith is:

u.'\us M\wm&c‘sJA)S\UGc‘\.\..g..pwummuYucCM\wWJcmua\w)&y\Luh

il L3 &y Al &) A O 08, - alug 4l A la. A J gy (M) BIE G 030 88 OB B0k
59 a0 1 OB 58 0B 1 LISk v 0B a3 0.t G T OA 1 g e ) s ) 15l O
CM\Q—NMU "ASJJUJG‘}J\.\AJ"JE L@G}dﬁw&dm "‘.U.\l.hh\u.ﬂ&"du quLg.\ﬁu\ 0, "

This means that the man's boy has inherited that black color from a more remote ancestor in the line
of descent other than a grandparent. This is called nowadays indirect genes or indirect
heredity—that is the child resembles one of his grandparents in a trait that did not appear in one of
his parents. These indications revolve around and focus on the outward physical appearance
(physiognomy). What is crucial here in this study is the transmission of moral traits like bravery,
piety, prudence and virtue — they serve as a basis for an analogy to measure against the
transmission of poetry through genes and heredity. An example of inheriting such moral traits is the
story of the Virgin Mary (Maryam) with the Children of Israel and their debate and argument
against her. This is revealed in the Noble Qur'an:

(YA Ui i) 008 Ly o 5w 1) @80 18 L Gy gh T G (YY) 0 Uit i 380 &9 G 1 ol1B LS (g sh 4y )
It is rendered into English as follows:

(Then she (Maryam) brought him (the baby) to her people, carrying him. They said: "O Mary!
Indeed you have brought a thing Fariyy (a mighty thing). [Tafsir At-Tabari]. O Sister (i.e. the like
in priesthood) of Har(n (Aaron)! Your father was not a man who used to commit adultery, nor your
mother was an unchaste woman) (Qur'an 19: 27-28).

They denied her feigned act and disgraceful conduct which is not like her parents'. This type of
heredity is very close to the inheritance of poetry; they are both intangible and abstract qualities.
Rather, the former is moral and the latter (poetic heredity) is mental and intellectual. On the same

plane, the Prophet Muhammad o (upon him and his House blessings and peace ) revealed that
chromosomes bear genes representative not only of each immediate parent and their siblings, but of
ninety-nine strains for each parent, reaching back through the maternal and paternal family lines all

the way to the first man and woman. The Prophet %5 even used language such as "threading"
(salaka) —in the same way biogenetics describes DNA today. In a similar vein, the Prophet
referred to the heredity of conduct. He lsit probably had an intuitive understanding that some traits

inherited from the parents were apparent in ancestral generations but not in the parents. This
concept underlies our current understanding of dominant and recessive inheritance. In the following
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Hadith, he recommended that a person should carefully select his or her mate. The word G Cirg®
could mean traits or genes, while the word (sl dassas is probably used to de3|gnate the behavior
of human traits that skip a generation but reappear in the next. & Hi daly adad clias 6l b P
@nuliud which roughly means: (Choose well your mate (for your sperm or semen) as (the hidden)
traits can reappear). This Hadith implies that (“irg) or gene is not only implicated in simple traits
like skin color as in the first Hadith but are also implicated in the whole range of hereditary traits
including character and disease. Comparing the son to his father in physical character and
behaviour, the Arabs say: " alla L slii 43 0" which roughly means: (Like father like son). Greek
literary men and others also paid attention to the role of heredity on moods and ethics (gtd. in
Classical Papers Magazine, 2007: 399). These texts refer but to the inheritance and heredity of
psychological trends and conduct. Still, the crucial question is: can poetic talent be inherited?

(B) Inheritance of Poetic Creativity from the Perspective of Modern Science

Psychologists and sociologists agree on the idea of transmitting psychic traits from one generation
to another. The French philosopher and thinker Henri-Louis Bergson (1859-1941) divides people
into two types "those who have genetically-innate aptitude to be leaders and those who have
genetically-innate aptitude to be followers (subjects)” (gtd. in Soueif, 1951: 196, my translation).
Carl Gustav Jung (1875-1961), a Swiss psychiatrist and psychotherapist and the founder of
analytical psychology proposes the notion of "collective (or transpersonal) unconscious.” This is his
most original and controversial contribution to personality theory. This is a level of unconscious
shared with other members of the human species comprising latent memories from our ancestral
and evolutionary past. "The form of the world into which [a person] is born is already inborn in
him, as a virtual image" (Jung, 1953:188). According to Jung, the human mind has innate
characteristics “imprinted” on it as a result of evolution. These universal predispositions stem from
our ancestral past. Fear of the dark, or of snakes and spiders might be examples and it is interesting
that this idea has recently been revived in the theory of prepared conditioning. However, more
important than isolated tendencies are those aspects of the collective unconscious that have
developed into separate sub-systems of the personality. Jung called these ancestral memories and
images archetypes (Ibid, 1953:189). More important, both Herbert Spencer (1829-1903) and Jean-

da s . Gonll gie s A Bl Aa g 88 sl 5 Al gl (30 i il 1t IS B0 5. 5508 5 B e amally calaal 1o (5 IS (30 ()
ﬂﬁfn H\@u}aﬂw)mﬂ\c_mmd}am_,sru)s@\&\w e)g‘j‘—“-‘aj‘@dj’-‘
(3Aa JAd JAll g e B Ly S pdia A Laad
This means that the Prophet is highbred, coming from a superior stock. The line of verse is roughly translated into
English as follow:
O Muhammad! You are a highborn son of a noble woman in her clan (kinsfolk),
And your father is an eminent master as well. (My translation)
ol s Ol (3 (B g ) 33k Dty Ll a3l (85 e S (3 ad Ll W8 &) 1 s opall s el o5l (3 Jamsy 5 ol canstl) (350
soaedl D dise o ) jebadl s ) — (a5 R (s3ga g8 — dead o QAT aall g 0 VAV Za VYAR KAy Lo (g pdda i A2 DU
—a V¢4

Lyl Aaall (s 3sall ol o Vda - sl daal G s sl 00 el 2o S 00V /Y e Y1 G dmas sl — e Y1 Gl s ()
22 LAV A L)

s A prall 1y dpeall e cpall s dema o T /Yo Sl - QU6 gans (1)
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Baptiste Lamarck (1744-1829) postulated that acquired traits, such as shyness and bravado, could
be genetically transmitted and inherited®.

In their book, Criminal Psychology (1994: 84-85), Muhammad Shehata Rabi® and others, postulated
that genes impelled criminals to follow criminal courses. They also added that researchers
determined and proved such genetic variations between criminals and normal persons through extra
chromosome that resulted in that pathological anti-social behaviour. Sir Cyril L. Burt (1883-1971),
the English educational psychologist, was of the opinion that "the [poet] is endowed with special
innate talents and others acquired. These innate talents are carried over through sexual and
individual heredity. These traits may be acquired in one generation and are transmitted genetically
to the next generation" (qtd. in Hemeida, 1956: 11, my translation). In his book The Psychological
Basis of Artistic Creation in Poetry (1951: 291), Moustafa Soueif argues that “"whether studies
proved the acquisition of poetic creativity or not, we cannot dispense with the idea of genetic
transmission of both talent and innate aptitude in studying poetic creativity” (my translation into
English).

Modern medicine has proved recently variations in the neuroanatomy among those who are
creative, i.e. ingenious and others. The samples also proved the existence of hereditary genes related
to creativity (Rinco, 2011:108). Creative species or bardic families marked by ingenuity and poetic
aptitudes are considered a fertile soil to study the issue. Most notably, they reveal genetic
contributions to creativity and ingenuous ability. Moreover, they offer hypotheses that can be
investigated through proper and accurate research.

(C) Poets' Attitudes towards the Inheritance of Poetic Creation

Some poets see that poetic ingenuity and creativity are transmitted to poets through heredity.
Among those is Bashama Ibn Al-Ghadir who claimed that Zuhayr Ibn Abi Sulma ® had inherited
the composition of verse from him. In the Kitab al-Aghani "Book of Songs," Abu al-Faraj Al-
Isfahani (d. 356H) narrates that "When dying, Bashama distributed his money among his brothers
and family. Zuhayr, then, came asking him to have a share of his money! Bashama said: 'By Allah,
my nephew (sister's son) | have left you which is better than that all." Zuhayr said: 'What is that?"
Bashama said: "You have inherited my poetry' "(qtd. in Al-Isfahani, 2010:10/312). Does Bashama
mean he bequeaths Zuhayr the narration (official transmission) of poetry? Or does he mean that he
transmits ingenuity and talent from him to Zuhayr through heredity (i.e. genetics in its modern
sense)? This is to be discussed elaborately in the following pages.

In the same vein, Al-Farazdag, © the pre-Islamic Arabian poet once asked about the origin of his
talent. He, then, attributed it to his maternal uncle. Al- Isfahani also narrates that, "It is said to Al-
Farazdaq: "Where did you get that talent for poetry? By Allah, your father 'Ghalib' was not a poet,
nor even was your grandfather 'Sa"sa”ah’, so, where did you get it from? Al-Farazdaq said: 'On the
side of my maternal uncle Al-°Ala'a Ibn Qarzah™ (Ibid, 2010: 21/396). In praising the Meccan
Ahmad Ibn Muhammad °Ali Al-Juhary, the famous poet Ibn Ma°stim (1052 -1119 H / 1642-1707

(1) Classical Sociological Theory, Page 62 - Google Books Result,

https://books.google.com.eg/books?isbn=1452264481
(%) Arabic: sl (i cr s J; ¢. 520 — c. 609), also romanized as Zuhair or Zoheir, was a pre-Islamic Arabian poet who
lived in the 6th & 7th centuries AD. He is considered one of the greatest writers of Arabic poetry in pre-Islamic times.
Zuhayr belonged to the Banii Miizaina. His father was a poet and his elder son Ka‘h bin Zuhayr also became a poet.

; born c641; died 728-730), most commonly known as Al-Farazdaq.« ¢ st (Y) Hammam Ibn Ghalib (Arabic:
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AD) expressed how the talent for poetry was carried over to Al-Juhary genetically from his
ancestors. He said (Al-Madani, 2009:1/332):

A ém-' 3\ ;_5))\)35\ 'y ) e ?‘ %ﬁd\ oy
3pla () Bl o3 41 R B RIS &

Is it a gleam of pearls or an arrangement of jewels and gems?

Or is it the odor of a wine (imparted by the grapes from which it is made), or the aroma of
narcissus?

Or are they the expressions of an illustrious master who
Inherited rhetoric and eloquence from his grand ancestors?

Mahmitid Sami Al-Baroudi (1839-1904) was the most significant Egyptian political figure and a
prominent poet in Arabic poetry. He modernized the Arabic ‘gqasida’ ("poem") form and content; he
had the title "knight of sword and pen." He once stated that he had inherited his poetic ingenuity
and talent from his maternal grandfather and his maternal uncle and that would last inherently in his
bloodline. Memorable are the following lines in which Al-Baroudi uses every trick of the trade to
display his linguistic virtuosity. Encapsulating his views on his poetic heredity, he says,

Gae pdd) B U At fe 45
A Dl iy S ALY ) 53ia 4
"y gl g A0 3% Gl
faf 0 o ABL) b A i

| am an inveterate poet,

I have not inherited it (poetry) wearily,

My uncle Ibrahim was known for his compositions.

My maternal grandfather "Al1" was elevated and ennobled (a galaxy among the poets), who
Asked for the stars of the Pleiades and reached them.

Poetry is a noble inheritance for me,

e 0213 (sie o 12 il 5 can HlaiY Ay sl e )5 oyl o)y e gl ) 90 86 5 W se 1 5oL Gaal 1S e 55l T e o anal il ()
Loy i) ) ol o e ISy - e Ll 5 5 - Aalald 43a < el o ae (im0 putind) 5 Asal il (B 5 5 Aial) 4l 5 Lai 5, 4dle ) 8 £l 5 o) ol
Cul€ 5 ¢ pmal) b 48 g Aatlh GlId (S8 calla Ai€ay a5 a) 55 Lal i =1 Y1 0da e olua b el 3 sane Ul 5 el (g 5 slal) 3aall o

Ayl 43 ypenal Aol Aass & &y el salall 02
Aagde 8B N5 jeae dmaa b s ) JOaY) s | 5adlS al) sl 5 3120 lilaall s s e S 5 4aY sam cga 5l e e *
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See the following link:
http://www.alukah.net/literature_language/0/71831/#ixzz3vnVihQgD
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And will be kept in the lineage. (My translation)  (Al-Baroudi, Diwan, 1998:485)

Nazik al-Mala'ika (1923-2007) was the most influential Iraqi female poetess and critic. She
formally launched free verse in 1947, forcefully claiming full precedence in this respect, to free the
gasida (poem) from its age-old adherence to a fixed form. In his book, On the Issues of
Contemporary Arabic Poetry (1981/255), Mahmiid Amin Al-°Alam (et al) commented that "She
mentioned that her father was a poet and so were her mother and her maternal uncle Jamil."
Similarly, the Egyptian poet's family Ahmad Zaki Abta Shadi (1892-1955) was also eminent in
verse composition. His father, Muhammad Bey "Abu Shadi,” was a poet; his mother, née Amina
Najib, was from a Turkish literary family; she held literary salons in Cairo and she was also a
poetess. Amina's brother (the poet's maternal uncle), Moustafa Ibn Muhammad Najib, was also a
poet (Khafagui and Sharaf, 1991:7-10).

Part (2): Arab Critics' Opinions about Inheriting Poetic Talent

(A) Ancient Critics' Views

A chain of early critical references revolve around the idea of transmitting the poetic talent and
creation through heredity and genetics. It was reported that the fourth Umayyad Caliph Marwan Ibn
al-Hakam (623-685 AD) and °Abd Allah Ibn al-Zubayr ' (624-692) were both present at the
Prophet's wife, “A'ishah ;‘}(May Allah be Pleased with her). The both rivaled in a poetic
competition to versify poetry before her. Ibn Al-Zubayr said,

24333 G Gl ydlly falaal) bl die Eaaid) 1Y)
This is rendered roughly into English like this; it does, however approximate—as possible—the

'sense’”:
Good is known by people, who are prominent for their guidance,
When misfortunes are to befall.
Marwan, then, said:

2l Gustin a1 yally fiat ) sl 2l o
Evil is known by people, who are recognized by their visible shape,
Fingers point at them for their obscenity and wickedness.

After beating his brains out, Ibn al-Zubayr, then, stopped and held his tongue for fear that he might
slip into error or fault. “A'ishah, Mother of the believers*'f'*“, said, "Marwan had an inheritance of
poetry you [Al-Zubayr] did not have. He inherited poetry on the part of Safwan Ibn Al-Muharrath
Al-Kinani" (qtd. in Al-Azdi, 1861:103). Safwan, then, is the source of talent and creativity. He is

(%) He was the nephew of °A'ishah. Ibn Zubayr led a rebellion against the Umayyad Caliphate but was defeated and
killed in Mecca in 692 AD after a six-month siege by General Al-Hajjaj Ibn Ysuf.
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the grandfather of Marwan's mother. Marwan's mother is Amina b. “Algamah Ibn Safwan Ibn Al-
Muharrath ® (Ibn Sidah, 2000:3/297; gtd. in Jawad °AlT: 2001:10/320) who was a pre-Islamic poet
known for his proscription and abomination of wine. In his condemnation of wine, Safwan said:

Ly "Aallia Jadl) &415 La S0 J350 g Lélia
oS Lgaol a3 3 Lo 1151 g il Y3

This is roughly translated into English as follow (my translation):

I found wine is suitable, and it has benefits ) that perish the generous man;
I swear by Allah I won't drink it in my life, nor shall I treat a sick person with it.

- sk . : _ . :
Did “A'ishah = mean, then, that the poetic talent was transmitted to Marwan genetically from his
mother's grandfather, Safwan, in its proper sense? Or did she refer to that as a kind of exaggeration
and overstatement?

Bischr Ibn Al-Mi'“tamir (d. 210 H), the real founder of Arabic Rhetoric, once illustrated that (“irg-
gene) or heredity gave support to the poet to compose and versify poetry. He said: "repeat it
[versifying poetry] when you are active, in your contentment, so you won't be deprived of response,
if there is a natural instinct, or if you have inherited the craft genetically” (Qtd. in Al-Jahiz's Al-
Bayan wa' At-Tabyin, 1988:1/138).

In his only surviving work, Tabaqat Fuhiil al-Shu‘ara’ ("The Classes of the Master or Champion
Poets"), Ibn Sallam al-Jumahi (756-846 0r847), a philologist and critic, tackled the matter
forthrightly. The book is an important early anthology and classification of pre- and early Islamic
poets, preceded by an original introduction dealing with the criticism of poetry and the problem of
the authenticity of early Arabic poetry. Ibn Sallam perceived the matter of poetic heredity and gave
examples concisely and in brevity. He divided the poets into four ‘classes' on the basis of several
heterogeneous criteria (time, place, tribal affiliation, merit, quantity of output, dominant genre).
When he talked about tribal affiliation or involvement (intertribal heredity of poetry), he said: "the
pre-Islamic poets were in the tribe of Rabt'ah [...] then poetry passed by transmission to the tribe of
Qays, after that it devolved on Tamimi tribe (Banti Tamim) and was still there up to the moment"
(qtd. in Tabagat, 1952: 1/40; qtd. in Al-Isfahant, 2010: 21/284).

It is noteworthy that Ibn Sallam did not account for that transference nor did he mention the reasons
for it. Then, Ibn Sallam made mention of the individual's inheritance of poetry, saying: "Al-
Shammakh bin Dirar ® had brothers; he was the most superior in poetry, then Mizarrad [...] and
Jaz'a" (qtd. in Tabagat, 1952: 1/232). Tbn Sallam also said, "Nahshal Ibn HirrT was a famous poet;
his father, HirrT, was a named poet (identified by name); his grandfather, Damra Ibn Damra Ibn
Jabir, was the most preeminent and prominent poet in Tamimi tribe” (Ibid, 1952: 2/583). It is worth
noting, here, that in his (Ibn Sallam) examples,

— 55 draall de i YAV/Y —sau (Y alae ) Jasdl g ekl cdie Gaaal) 8l aal il (i€ i des g4l aal ol dlliaie LAY ()
[AYEXY Bl oYY/ e = e o) ga — aBlY) O el ) 8 Jeaall Yoo o a VEY Y g — Agalall Sl Vha
Al -?V )
(%) According to the Noble Qur'an, alcoholic drinks are prohibited completely: (They ask you (O Muhammad #= )
concerning alcoholic drinks and gambling. Say: "In them is a great sin and (some) benefits for men, but the sin of them
is greater than their benefit.") (Qur'an, 2:218). The benefits might be economically in trading and such like.
(%) A pre-Islamic poet of the northern Dhubyan tribe.
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- The genetic relationships among poets and their lineages are available: a poet, his father, his
son; a poet and his uncle; a poet and his brother.

- He is concise; giving no explanation or analysis in his discourse and thought on the matter.

- He observes some examples of the phenomenon; yet, he seems that he refuses to confirm the
idea of poetic heredity. This is quite clear when he expounds the idea that the source of Zuhayr Ibn
Ab1 Sulma's talent for poetry is his blood relationship with his maternal uncle Bashama Ibn Al-
Ghadir; however, he denies and refuses to admit that Bashama is the source and the fountainhead of
Zuhayr's talent. He says, "Anyone can allege that the source of Zuhayr's poetry comes down to him
from Bashama Ibn Al-Ghadir" (qtd. in Tabagat, 1952: 2/719). His statement implies that the idea of
poetic heredity is open to discussion among critics and scholars. However, Al-Isfahani made
mention of the uttered word 'inheritance' forthrightly in his quoted narration: Bashama said to
Zuhayr: "You have inherited my poetry" (The Book of Songs, 2010:10/312). Even, Ibn Sallam's use
of the italicized word "allege’ implies his extreme, radical denial and disregard of the idea.

Al-Jahiz (776-868/869) ), the early Arabic prose writer, scholar, philologist and a great explicator,
broached and considered the effects of (“irg'-trait or gene) on both literature in general and poetry
in particular. He favored all the ethnic Arabs over other races in versifying poetry. In his own days,
poetry is a matter of language not of ethnicity: "The excellence of poetry is restricted to the Arabs
and those who speak Arabic" " quall Gl alSS (1 Ao g ) o 3 guala jadl) Abu2d" (Al-Hayawan
"The Book of Animals,” 1966:1/74-75). He also said that, "the issue that 1 am not sensitively
diffident or afraid of enmity to speak about is that: most Arabs, bedouins and urban Arabs excel
other poets from other regions and villages who are hybrid (of mixed origins) or born and raised
among Arabs (i.e. Nabataeans=who are not of "pure" Arab origin). This is not a necessity for them
in all they said" (qtd. in Majali: 2008:118). Al-Jahiz, here, tries specifically to explain the general
phenomena that prevail in Arabs' poetry through mental characteristics and psychological traits
bequeathed by the Arabs. This was what Ahmad Amin (1886-1954) referred to after the emergence
of the Gender Theory in the west, saying: "There is a mental unity among the members of the one
nation that resembles completely the somatic unity" (Fajr Al-Islam ("the Dawn of Islam™), 1969:50,
my translation).

Al-Jahiz refers to the genetic effect in transmitting some literary traits to a race or a group
collectively from one generation to another. Talking about the tribes' share of poetry, Al-Jahiz bases
his theory of creation on three elements: the instinct (a natural or inherent aptitude of the poet), the
environment and the “irq' or gene (bloodline, strain or in other words, heredity). He accounts for
poetry deficit of Thagqif tribe. However the reasons for versifying poetry were available for them,
Al-Jahiz attributes that deficit to the effect of heredity and blood relations as they did not descend
from the backbones of the poets (Al-Hayawan, 1966: 4/445, my translation).

Similarly, the French literary critic and historian Hippolyte Adolphe Taine (1828-1894) attributed
any literary work to his three-pronged approach to the contextual study or, in other words, to the
aspects of what he called "race, milieu, and moment." Though Taine coined and popularized the
phrase "la race, le milieu, et le moment,” the theory itself has roots in earlier attempts to understand
the aesthetic object as a social product rather than a spontaneous creation of genius. Taine seems to

(%) (Arabic: &alad) (full name Abi ‘Uthman ‘Amr ibn Bahr al-Kinani al-Basri ¢ _sadl S e o 5 pee olaic o)
(born in Basra, 776 — December 868/January 869) was an Arabic prose writer and author of works of literature,
Mu‘tazili theology, and politico-religious polemics. Al-Jahiz was the first Arabic writer to suggest a complete overhaul
of the language's grammatical system.
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have drawn heavily on the philosopher Johann Gottfried Herder's ideas of Volk (people) and nation
in his own concept of race; the Spanish writer Emilia Pardo Bazan has suggested that a crucial
predecessor to Taine's ideas was the work of Germaine de Staél on the relationship between art and
society (Koller, 1912:39).

Elsewhere, Al-Jahiz also refers to the correlative correlation and the permanent interaction between

environment and heredity. He is of the opinion that environment is of the enabling factors for the
appearance of genes, saying: "whenever the man of letter is inclusively ingenious, and his
inheritance or heritage are in the form of accomplished books and complete literary works, his
offspring are worthy to get that share of education, and are also worthy to be instilled and
transmitted to them that gene™ (Ibid, 1966: 1/68). Al- Jahiz observes some examples about the
inheritance of creativity without comment. He says that "Sa“id Ibn “Amr Ibn Sa“id is an orator
(eloquent public speaker), a son of an orator, and a grandson of an orator" (Al-Bayan wa' Al-Tabyin,
1988: 1/258).

Similarly, lbn Qutaybah (d. 276 AH/889AD) was a renowned Islamic scholar who expanded on
observing the phenomenon. He shedded light on the poets, identified the relationships with their
preceding and subsequent poets; thus contributing to making a historical record for the poets. He
said, "It is said that Muraqgish al-Akbar (the senior) was the brother of al-4sghar (the junior), and it
is said that he was his nephew (brother's son)" (1996: 1/214). lIbn Qutaybah also remarked that
"Amir lbn At-Tufayl is poet Labid's cousin" (1996: 1/334) and that "Al-Mukhabbal Al-Qaysi, a
poet [...] He has many sons and they are all poets" (1996: 1/420). Accordingly, it is observable that:

- All his (Ibn Qutaybah) examples are in concise sentences or phrases. He did not give any
account or explanation for such examples.

- We find new consanguineous affiliations in his examples: a poet and his cousin; a poet and
his nephew (brother’s son).

- He broached or discussed the issue (heredity) forthrightly for once when he spoke about Al-
Farazdaq, saying: "Al-Farazdaq's maternal uncle was Al-°Ala'a Ibn Qarzah and he was a poet. Al-
Farazdaq was saying that he inherited poetry from the part of his maternal uncle" (1996: 1/478). On
the contrary, he (lbn Qutaybah) did not discuss the matter or comment on it willingly or
unwillingly.

To the Arab genealogists, tribal affiliations (intertribal heredity) were important. In his early work
on poets: Mu‘jam al-Shu‘ara ("Lexicon of the Poets"), Al-Marzubant (d. 384 A. H.) surveyed the
phenomenon nineteen times explicitly and observed it with different expressions. As is clear from
his list, he said, "Ab@i Al-Hasan °Al1 Ibn Yahya bin Abi Mansiir Al-Miinajjim [...] He, his sons, and
their offspring, were associated with the House of Wisdom [...] they studied religion, literature and
poetry" (Mu‘jam al-Shu®ard, 1960:142). Among his observations was that: "Laith Ibn Jathama Ibn
Qays lbn “Abdiillah Ibn Ya°mor from Banii Kinana, a poet who lived and straddled Jahiliyyah (pre-
Islam) and Islam; his father was a poet and his paternal uncle was Bal‘a Ibn Qays, also a poet"
(Ibid, 1960: 253). He also mentioned that "Muhammad Ibn IsmA‘il Ibn Yasar was a poet; his father
Isma“l was a poet; his grandfather Yasar was a poet, and his son “Ubaidallah Ibn Muhammad Ibn
Isma‘l Ibn Yasar was also a poet” (Ibid, 1960: 346). It is observable that:

- Like his precursors, Al-Marzubani surveyed the examples without authentication,
explanation or interpretation.

- Of the new affiliations among poets in his examples were: a poet and his grandfather.
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Al-Isfahani also expanded on observing the phenomenon and its illustrative examples. I have
counted fifty-one positions in al-Aghani (The Book of Songs) in which he mentioned poetic heredity
@ In his examples about poetic heredity, he said,” Duraid bin Al Simma also had a daughter named
‘Amra; she was a poetess" (al-Aghani, 2010: 4/10). In addition, he said that, "Al-Mughira Ibn
Habna', a poet [...] His brother Sakhr Ibn Habna' was a poet"(Ibid, 2010: 13/84). He also told us
that: "Abi Al-Shays Al-Khuza“t (747-811AD), a poet from al-Kiifa, had a son named “Abdallah,
also a poet” (Ibid, 2010:16/400). Of the new affiliations among poets which he surveyed were: a
poet and his sister; a poet and his mother, a poet and his daughter, a poet and his mother's sister's
son.

Al-Isfahani also narrated Abi Haffahan's opinion about the family of Abi Hafsa's inheritance of
poetry, the variation of poetic heredity from one generation to another until it vanished toward
Mitawaj Ibn Ab1 Al-Jantb. He said: "the family of Abi Hafsa's poetry like hot water begins at the
end of heating, then it moderates and becomes tepid, then becomes cold, so was their poetry but
when that water reached Mutawaj, it became frozen" (Ibid, 2010: 12/80, my translation). Ab1
Hafsa's family's inheritance of poetry was magnificent and great. Their grandfather Yahiya Ibn Abit
Hafsa (a poet), Marwan Ibn Ab1 Hafsa the senior (a poet), and also was his brother Idris. Al-
Mu'ammal and his cousins were poets and his son Abii Al-Janiib Marwan the senior was a poet.
Miitawaj Ibn Abi Al-Janiib was also a poet [...] etc." (qtd. in Mu‘jam al-Shu‘ara, 1960:321; Al-
Aghani, 2010: 10/71, 23/205; Al-Isdawi, 2001:87-220; Al-“Umda, 1972:2/307). Critics' views about
their poetry like water gushing forth from a fountainhead and is changed when it departs from the
source, or like a meteor or a shooting star when is dropped its light becomes dim or lusterless then it
ceases, all this reflect an insight that accords with the general bases of heredity: when the bough or
the branch is away from its root, it differs in likeness from the root and becomes less identical.

In Ibn Rashiq al-Qayrawani's (390 - 456 A.H / 1000 — 1064 C.E.) authoritative work Al-“Umda fi
mahasin al-Sir ("the Pillar in the Poetic Craft"), we find that the phenomenon becomes
independent and its elements are complete. As a central critical issue that has its features, Ibn
Rashiq entitles it specifically as (4 (plaally sl &ligy) — "Outstanding Bardic Families and their
Members of Noble Lineage." In it, Ibn Rashiq throws light on the phenomenon pre and during
Islam and how such families inherited poetry a generation after another; the variation or disparity of
that extended talent and its transmittance through generations. He, then, divides the phenomenon
into three parts: versifiers of poetry from such notable or prominent families, members of noble
lineage or ancestry, i.e. in versifying poetry 'poetics', and those who are marked as al-thinayandei
(literally means "repetitious,” but roughly means a poet whose father was also a poet). The one who
is outstanding or marked by eminence is himself a poet and poetics is conspicuously repeated in
him, in his father and in his grandfather onwards. He is not to be notable and outstanding until the
third descendant and above is in the chain of poets. Ibn Rashiq gives many examples about that, i.e.
the entire family of Ab1 Umayya al-Katib. He says: "Abi Umayya al-Katib's family is mentioned by
Di‘bil in his Kitab ash-Shu‘ara’ ("Book of the Poets"). They are Umayya and his brothers: “Ali,
Muhammad, Al-°Abbas, and Sa“id. Their sons are: Abii al-“Abbas Ibn Umayya and his two brothers
AlT and “Abdallah. Their paternal cousin is Muhammad Ibn °Ali bin Abi Umayya" (qtd. in Al-
‘Umda, 1972: 2/307; Al-Isdawi, 1994:13, 17, 20, and 1997:165,433). I have selected the following
lines of verse from Muhammad Ibn “Alf bin Abi Umayya, saying:

(') al-Aghant: 2/267, 3/108, 4/120, 6/136, 7/146, 8/296, 9/4-12-59-180-307, 9/4-27-28-312-314-323/23-71-80-145-256-
271, 13/27-45-84-177-218-14,229/169-16, 302/41-43-52-53-17, 226/83-246, 18/2-212, 19/15, 20/44-104-21, 351/9-
230-254-22, 396/122-143-327-353, 23/22-95-118-206
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This roughly means (in English):

She has a sweet-smelling scent that arouses everyone who is slumbering,

Thus, she is not to hide her visitation to anyone even if he is fallen asleep (in deep sleep).
(My translation)

In many respects, the versifier of the lines of verse above is a poet whose poetics extended to all his
family and descended genetically from his fathers or grandfathers. Not only is he similar to Al-
Shammakh, the innovative poet in early Islamic times, and his two brothers Jaz'a and Yazid, but he
is also like Dha'l-Rumma (696-735) who comes apparently of a family of poets and is accused of
appropriating the verses of his brothers: Awfa, Mas‘iid, Hisham and Jirfas (Al-‘Umda, 1972: 2/306).
Al-thiinayan is the one whose poetics is repeated or recurred only in him and his father, i.e. a poet,
and a son of a poet ((Al-“Umda, 1972: 2/308).

Majd ad-Din an-Nashabi (d. 657AH) followed the path of Ibn Rashiq in tackling the issue, but in a
more detailed fashion. He entitled a chapter "The Names of the Outstanding Poets" in his book
Elaborating the Titles of the Poets in which he traced Ibn Rashiq's definitions and examples to a
greater extent (1988:53). However, in the Andalusian poet and writer Ibn Shuhaid al-Ashja‘t
(b.382/992, d. 426/1035), we find the issue of poetic creation has relatively obtuse shades. When
Ibn Shuhaid argued with Fatiq Ibn al-Saq‘ab, Fatiq asked him about some poetical stanzas. Ibn
Shuhaid answered that, "the person who uttered the first stanza was my father, the second stanza
was my brother, the third stanza was my grandfather, and the fourth stanza was my great-
grandfather." Ibn as-Saq‘ab, then, asked him about the following lines, saying: "Who said the
following versicles?"

AR g Goa A0S gy 15 A% i s 9 B
Vil ALl &) gt e Aw gk b e LS
Which roughly means (in English),
Woe to writing of a frivolous, idiot Sheikh,
Who meets people with an impaired brain!
And he has a stinky smell if you ever talk to him,
Itis as if a rat died in his mouth. (My translation)

Ibn Shuhaid answered: "I am." Ibn as-Saq'“ab, then, said: "By Allah Whose Firaun's (Pharaoh) soul
is in His hands @, I won't argue with you. | see you are eloguent and outstanding in speech” (qtd. in
Thsan “Abbas, 1960: 215). The Andalusian biographies of distinguished men sometimes referred to
the issue in momentary sparks which are no more than allusions. The famous historian and
biographer Al-Humaydi (d. 488 H) in his biography of the notables entitled Al-Jadhwah (the

(') He meant Firaun Ibn al-Jiin (one of the genies). See Ibn Shuhaid's Risalat al-Tawabi® wa-1-Zawabi®, ed. Butrus al-
Bustant, Beirut 1980. (Ch. 3, Jinn's Critics).
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Ember) said that: "Muhammad Ibn al-Hussain at-Tamimi al-Hamani at-Tubani az-Zabi from
Tubana, a province in the land of az-Zab belongs to Andalusia, was a fascinating literary man and a
major poet who descended from a family of poets and literary men"(Al-Jadhwah, 1966:50). Al-
Humaydt also mentioned that: "Muhammad Ibn Abdallah Ibn Maslamah Abu “Amir Al-Wazir was
a man of letters, a scientist, a poet, born in a family of poets” (Ibid, 1966: 65). Among the
Andalusian historians who followed the same approach was ad-Dabbi (d.599AH/1024AD). He
said:" Muhammad Ibn al-Hussain [...] at-Tubani az-Zabi [...] was born in a family of poets and
literary men" (1967:68).

Examples of the phenomenon were scattered more often than not in the history books, literature and
biographies. However, | did not attempt to delve deeply to investigate that as it did not offer
anything new to the issue at hand. In Mu‘jam al-Udaba’ ("Dictionary of Writers") written in
(1226AD), the greatest geographer Yaqiit Ibn-‘Abdallah al-Riimi al-Hamawi (1179-1229AD)
referred to Humaida bint al-Nu°man bin Bashir Ibn Sa°d al-Ansari, saying that: "She is a poetess,
daughter of a poet" (al-Hamawi, 1993: 2/1227). Salah ad-Din Khalil Ibn Aybak As-Safadi's book
Kitab al-Wafi bi'l-Wafivat ("The Complete Survey of the Deceased") referred to Abi al-Qasim “Al
Ibn “Amir Ibn Ibrahim Ibn al-°Abbas, saying about him that: "He is born in a family of poets: his
father is a poet, so is his grandfather, and his siblings are also poets™ (al- Wafi, 2000: 21/112).

(B) Modern Critics' Views

In his book The History of Arabs' Literatures (2010), Mustafa Sadiq al-Rafi‘T dealt with the issue of
the inheritance of poetry in tribes and then in families. However, he dealt with it the way it was
dealt with in the books of the ancients; in addition, he made 'heredity' a title for the phenomenon
(2010:15/3). Shawqt Dhaif (1910-2005), the most influential intellectual, literary critic and historian
in the 20th century, made it one of the interpretations of poetic ingenuity when he spoke about
Khalil Mutran (1872-1949) saying that: "In a notable Arab family from Baalbek in Lebanon Khalil
Abdi Mutran was born to a catholic father. Khalil's mother, Malaka al-Sabbagh, descended from a
large Palestinian family whose father immigrated to Lebanon to escape the persecution of the
Ottoman rule in his country and settled there. Khalil inherited poetry from his mother as she was a
poetess as well as resourceful and prudent” (1961: 121).

In modern age, several poets belonged to notable families known for their composition of poetry
and descended originally (in their lineage) from hereditary poetic families of the past (Al-Majali,
2008:115). In brief, the ancient criticism gave attention to the phenomenon and threw light on it, but
it was more an observer than an exponent or interpreter. However, it excelled and surpassed modern
criticism in dealing with the phenomenon which tackled it without tracing its origins and followed
the path of the ancients. In addition, modern criticism did not make use of the development of
sciences and arts. Accordingly, it viewed the issue as a trend, not as an approach, to study poets in
modern perspectives.

Part (3): Criticism and Familial Poetical Genealogy (A Critical View)

This part is, on the one hand, of utmost and crucial importance as it forms a conceptualization about
the depth of criticism's visualization and realization of the phenomenon in Arabic literature. On the
other hand, it is the key kernel in the chain of poetic heredity, i.e. one of heredity's titles and the
concrete evidence of its existence. As important as it may be, it sets strong hypotheses to study the
poetic talent on genetic basis. Thus, the following issues will be tackled:
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- Demonstrating the extensity whereby Arabic criticism considered the matter of poetic
lineage or genealogy.

- A diagram of family pedigree (poetic genealogy) under criticism microscope.
- Likeness of inherited talent between the poet and his descendant.

(A) The Extensity whereby Arabic Criticism Heeded Poetic Genealogy
Avrabic literary criticism paid much attention to the issue of poetic genealogy from two perspectives:

(1) What we call intertribal poetic genealogy. Criticism paid attention early to poetry transmission
among tribes. This is the kernel or the essential part in the inheritance of poetry. Hassan Ibn Thabit
was once asked: "Who is the most eminent in poetry?" He said: "Dead or alive?" He was answered:
"Alive!" He said: "the most prominent alive people in poetry are the tribe of Hudhail" (Al-“Umda,
1972: 1/88). A great number of scholars were interested in collecting the verses of tribes. Among
these scholars were al-Asma“l, Abii “Ubaida and Abii “Amr ash-Shaibani. However, the one who
was assiduous in this regard was the excellent philologist Abu Sa“id as-Siikkari (d.275AH) who
collected and edited many verses of the tribes; among these the verses that were recited by Bani
Duhl, Bani Shaiban, Bani Rabi‘a, Bani Yarbou® and Bani Tayy[...]" (qtd. in Ibn an-Nadim, 1997:
1/193). As-SukkarT was concerned with the genealogical relationship among poets along with their
certain poetic traits, perhaps common to them all, which was represented in the case of Banii Murra
and their distinctive style. Thus, he spoke about the verses of Abt Jundub, saying that: "Banti Murra
were ten clans: Abii Khirash, Abii Jundub, al-Abahhii, al-Aswad, “Amr, Zuhayr, Jannad, Sufyan,
‘Urwah [...] they were sagacious poets" (1/345). Ibn Rashiq al-Qayrawani also paid much attention
to the intertribal genealogical relationships and referred to them when he mentioned that and
subsumed them under the heading "Intertribal Transmission of Poetry" (Al-“‘Umda, 1972: 1/86 and
the following pages).

(2) Criticism traced the chain of poetic genealogy (ancestry) within the single family. Literary
Criticism was fully aware of the phenomenon within a family. As a philologist, Ibn Sallam Al-
Jumaht adopted a systematic approach in his composition and classification of gifted poets. Hilary
Kilpatrick referred to his book Tabagat Fuhiil al-Shu‘ara as "It would be an exaggeration to say
that [...] is the Cinderella of Arabic texts of poetic criticism" (1981:141). In it, Ibn Sallam referred
to Zuhayr's family's inheritance of poetry, saying:"Poetry was still among Zuhayr's sons and no one
of the Jahilr class (pre-Islamic masters of skilled poets) was known of their poetic genealogical
relationships like Zuhayr's family, nor was anyone of the Islami poets known for their poetic
genealogical relationships like Jarir's family." (Tabagat, 1952: 1/110). The critical perspective
proves the validity of his view about Zuhayr's family, which more will later be said. Among Jarir's
sons who were poets Noah and Bilal, and their poet sons were Hajna', ‘Aqil, and “‘Umara (Al-
‘Umda, 1972: 3/307).

Al-Marzubani also traced the poetic genealogy for many families; among them was Hassan Ibn
Thabit's family. He said: "the most eminent and superior people in composing poetry were Hassan's
family. They were six poets in proper order: Sa“id Ibn “Abd al-Rahman Ibn Hassan Ibn Thabit Ibn
al-Mundhir Ibn Haram" (qtd. in Mujam al-Shu‘ara’, 1960: 269). In addition, Hassan's two sisters:
Khawla and Fari‘ah; his daughter Leila and even his mother Al-Fari‘ah bint Khalid al-Khazrajiyyah
were all poetesses (qtd. in Al-Aghani, 2010: 3/25-26; qtd. in Kitab ash-Shi°r wa'sh-Shu‘ara’ ("the
Book of Poetry and the Poets,") 1996: 1/313).

m 2016 © bl Cad) Jia Sl Adgaa Ggial) paan




2016 syl 18 suadl - SIU aladl - &,SGallg Aol clulydl o Ao

In the same vein, Abu al-Faraj Al-Isfahani also traced many families of poetic lineages and
ancestries. Among them was al-Bashir's family (Refer to Diagram No. 2 in this study). He said that:
"al-Num‘an Ibn Bashir was one of the most eminent and notable in composing poetry as a
predecessor and as a descendent; his grandfather was a poet, and so was his father. His paternal
uncle was also a poet. He himself was a poet, and so were his sons and his grandsons” (Al-Aghant,
2010: 16/43; 16/226). The names of that notable family were: al-Nu°man's grandfather; Sa°d lbn al-
Husain, his father Bashir, his paternal uncle al-Hussain Ibn Sa“d, his maternal uncle ‘Abdiillah Ibn
Rawaha, the Prophet's poet, and his brother Ibrahim Ibn Bashir was a poet and so were his sons:
‘Abdillah and Humaida. His grandsons were Shabib Ibn Yazid Ibn al-Nu°man, “Abd al-khaliq Ibn
‘Abdiilwahid Ibn al-Nu°man, “Abdiilqudiis Ibn Abdiilwahid Ibn al- Nu°man (Ibid, 2010: 16/43, 52,
53; gtd. in Ar-Rabdawi, 1988:246).

Al-Marzubani also mentioned al-Lahiqiyyn's family and Abtu Bakr as-Suli (circa 880-946) made
mention of their verses and gave a detailed analysis about their accounts (qtd. in Mu‘jam al-
Shu‘ara, 1960: 477; in Al-“Umda, 1972:2/307). Ka‘b Ibn Malik al-Ansari (d. 50AH) also had an
eminent lineage in composing verse (See the diagram below). His son “Abd al-Rahman was a poet,
and so was his grandson Bashir Ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman. Al-Zubayr Ibn Kharija Ibn “Abdillah Ibn
Ka‘b was also a poet, and so was Ma‘n lbn “Amr lbn “Abdiillah Ibn Ka‘b. “Abd al-Rahman Ibn
Abdillah Ibn Kab Abii al-Khattab was a poet, and so was Ma‘n lbn Wahb Ibn Ka‘b. They were all
notable and eminent poets who had great aptitudes to compose verse (Al-Aghani, 2010:16/6).

Ka*b Ihn Malik
(A poet)

I o “Abd al-Rahman (A poet) )
‘Abdillah (A poet) Wahb (A poet)

‘Amr (A poet) L
| | |

Kharija (A poet) Bashir (A poet) Ma‘n (A poet)

Al-Zubayr (A poet)

Man (A poet)

Ka’h Thn Milik
(A poet)

To conclude, literary criticism traced the poetic genealogy in tribes and families and shed lights on
various familial relationships among poets. It did not introduce that as if new, but followed the
approach and steps of the Arabs in their speech about their lineages, descents, their knights and
valiant valours. The Noble Quran followed the same course when referred to the permanence of
moral phenomena in some families. It mentioned the family of Ibrahim (Abraham) and the family
of “Imran...etc. Even if we look at kin's relationships in the chain of prophets' lineage or pedigree
(Ibrahim (Abraham), Isma“l (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Ya‘qiib (Jacob), Yusuf (Joseph)), (Miisa
(Moses) and Hariin (Aaron)), (Dawtd (David) and Sulaiman (Solomon)), (Zakariyya (Zachariya),
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Yahya (John) and °Isa (Jesus)), one is surprised to find out that Dawiid and Sulaiman are

descendants of Ishaq, the son of Ibrahim. Prophet Muhammad (j\%ﬁ) was once asked: “Who was the
most generous of all people?” He replied: “A generous man who was the son of a generous man,
who in turn was the son of a generous man, who again was the son of a generous man: Joseph the
son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham.” [Sahih al-Bukhari (3390, 3490) and Sahih
Muslim (2378)]. Then, a question arises: Does heredity, then, have a major influence on the
association of these prophets in prophethood and righteousness?

(B) A Diagram of Family Pedigree (Poetic Genealogy) under Criticism Microscope

One of the notable families in composing and versifying verse in pre and during Islam was Abu
Stilma's family and his name's Rabi‘a. His poetic lineage or poetic pedigree came as follow:

Tufall al-Ghanaw? Aws Ibn Haja  pashima Ibn Al-Ghadir

Zuhayr lbn Abi Sdlma (e. 520-c.609)

Al-Khansa' "Zuhayr's sister” Salma "Zuhayr's sister”
Al-Hutay'a
L @b 1B Zuhayr (His son) Bujalr Ibn Zuhayr (His son)
Hudba Ibn bl-Khashram
| ] 1
lamil Ibn Ma“mar Salma bint Ka*b Ibn Zuhayr lgha al-Miidrab (A poet)
(His granddaughter) e |
- ]
Kuthayyir “Azza I I I I AL Awdm
Na‘ida Quraid Al“Awthaban (A poet)
(A poet) (A poet) (A poet) I
Abrad
Diggram No. (1) (Mot a poet)

Abizi Sharahbil (or Sharahil) Al-Rammah Ibn
Abrad 1bn Mayyada (Mayyada wasz his
mother's sobriguet). He was considered to be
one of the last of the classical poets.

- The bold line (heavy type in black) represents the natural heredity.

- The light line (not bold in type) represents the acquisition of poetry through accompaniment and
narration or transmission of verse compositions.

One can say that:

- Ancient and modern critics unanimously agreed that Abii Sulma's family (household) was
one of the notable bardic families in composing verse, even if they varied in the number of poets,
and argued about some of those who belonged to it.

- Zuhayr's main poetic sources or fountainheads (tributaries) varied between (heredity and
narration). His father was a poet. Zuhayr was also his step-father's (Aws Ibn Hajar) rawiyah (that is,
the official transmitter of his compositions) as well as his maternal uncle (Bashama Ibn Al-Ghadir).
Here lies the most important question: why did Zuhayr's maternal uncle Bashama and the critics
both allege that Zuhayr had inherited the versification of poetry from Bashama only and none else?
(Tabagat, 1952: 2/719; al-Aghant, 2010: 10/312).
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- It is noteworthy to mention that critics elaborated on the chain of poetic lineage of Zuhayr
and his relationship with his maternal uncle without being able to associate between them. Al-
Farazdaq also alleged that he had inherited the composition of verse from his maternal uncle Al-
Ala'a Ibn Qarzah. Ibn Sallam said that: "Al-Mutalammis is Tarafa's uncle" (Qtd. in Kitab ash-Shi‘r
wa'sh-Shu‘ara’ "the Book of Poetry and the Poets," 1996: 1/156; qtd. in Mu‘jam al-Shu‘ara, 1960:
6). Ibn Qutaybah said that," al-Mussayyib lbn “Als is one of the enumerated poets of Bakr Ibn Wa'il
and al-A°sha's maternal uncle"(Ash-Shi‘r wa'sh-Shu‘ara’, 1960: 1/174). In the genealogical chain of
al-Nu°man Ibn Bashir, Ibn Rashiq counted ‘Abdiillah Ibn Rawaha as his maternal uncle (Al-°Umda,
1972:2/307). Tbn Rashiq's statement that, "Zuhayr had a maternal uncle" (Ibid) implies that Zuhayr
has betaken himself to some powerful support to assist him in composing his verses as well as a
reasonable lineage. Ibn Rashiq also perceived and drew the attention to the relationship between
Muhalhal 1bn Rabia' and Imru' I-Qays, saying that, "[He] is the maternal uncle to Imru' I-Qays lbn
Hajar al-Kindi, the poet" (Ibid, 1972: 1/87).

- Perhaps, it is deduced from Zuhayr's inheritance of Bashama's verse is his transmission of
his compositions which Al-4ghani' also supported (2010:10/312).

- We can also derive from Bashama's words the great points of likeness between him and
Zuhayr. This is accounted for by the proverb: ( Wi ali o) & )l 3lS5) which roughly means that "a
woman is about to bear (give birth to) her brother" and people say that: (4l a4l ,85) which also
means "two thirds of a boy go to his maternal uncle, that is a boy has two thirds of the genes in
common to his maternal uncle.” Even common people bring the maternal uncle to a position similar
to a father, so they say (&5 J&ll) — "a maternal uncle is similar to a father." So, a boy is attributed
to his maternal uncle in ignobleness or high mindedness. This is evidently clear in as-Saryy ar-Rafa'
(d.366 AH) who says(1996: 820):

Al pd ¢l 38 &gy Ol day 8D ) s S0 &
Which roughly means in English (my translation),
One's paternal uncle's daughters are his (uncle's) good women,
A generous man tends to a generous woman.
To them, glory is evident and manifest,
Breeding between them carries the genes of maternal and paternal uncles.
(My translation)

This may be a logical interpretation to the famous poet Muhammad Ibn Swar al-Ashbouni al-
Andalusi in his praising Bani “Ashra (Qtd. in Ash-Shantariny: 1981:4/822):

3 g8 ARl g al 1 5T 1Y) Jlas s 1508 1 gilhs & g
A 018 a3 B 1l 31 g8 008 5 18 Y
If they (Bani “Ashra) are obscured, their light is not,
If they appear, they are like full moons of beauty.
Or if they belong to glory,
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They belong to a great paternal uncle or to a generous maternal uncle. (My translation)

- The reason for Bashama's allegiance may be due to Zuhayr's origin and residence was Banti
Ghatafan (an Arab tribe where he lived there with his sons) and he was accompanying Bashama
noticeably.

- It is probable that Zuhayr had inherited talent from his paternal uncle or his father, so
Wikipedia website is exact when it attributes Zuhayr's inheritance of verse composition to both: "...
[He] inherited the composition of verse from his father, his maternal uncle and his stepfather,” but
the website added Aws Ibn Hajar, Zuhayr's stepfather; thus making transmission of composition as
one of the degrees of heredity. This is what Dr. Yasser ‘Imara referred to in his unpublished
dissertation; however, he stipulated heredity within the same bardic family or poetic lineage, saying
that:

If there is riwayah (transmission of composition) within the family or poetic lineage, then it is also
introduced within the context of the intended heredity [...] When the poet's son, his brother's son,
his sister's son or the like of his kin transmits (narrates) his verse, it, thus, remains after his death.
This is, originally, the dictionary or the denotative concept of heredity. The concept of genetic
strain, according to this study, includes the effect of innate heredity, learning, narration within the
same notable family in successive generations. (2006:36—my translation).

However, | disagree with Dr. “Imara because if it is right to say that riwayah (transmission) is in
accordance with the denotative meaning of heredity — and its counterpart the Prophetic saying:
"Scholars are the inheritors of prophets"—Dr.“Imara will, thus, be wrong in studying the effect and
the sensitivity whereupon he based his own study as one of the genealogical traits since it is a weak
argument or hypothesis that cannot be proved academically because language, on the one hand, is
acquired not inherited. On the other hand, the poetic vocabulary (lexicons) was concordant and
agreed upon in the same age, and they (e.g. Zuhayr and his sons or poets like him in genealogical
pedigree) were not only the ones to be affected by this influence because they might have acquired
these lexicons from others and not their close ancestors. Dr.°Imara's adoption of this concept
invalidates the concept of heredity in its proper, genuine sense.

- In Al-Aghant', the text is definitely explicit in ascribing Ibn Mayyada's composition of verse
to Zuhayr through his paternal uncles. Al-Isfahani comments that: "It is said that the composition of
verse was carried over to Ibn Mayyada from his paternal uncles on the side of their great-
grandfather, Zuhayr" (Al-Aghant’, 2010: 2/268). This involves that Zuhayr is the poetic
fountainhead for both Al-*Awthaban and Quraid.
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(B) A Diagram of Bashir's Family's Poetic Genealogy (Al-Bashiriyyiin) @

Al-Hussain Ibn Sa°d, (Al- Numan's paternal

Sa“d Ibn al-Husain al-Ansari (b,7)
(A poet)

uncle (A poer) 24

Bashir Ibn Sa“d (d. 12 AH)
‘Amrah Bint Rawiha al- Ansari (Bashir's wife) A Poet), the Prophet's Companion

A poetess (she composed verse), Abdillih Ibn Rawaha's sister. | ~ |
The Proohet's Eulozist Al Nu‘man Ibn Bashir (A poet) Tbrahim (A poet) 26

Yazid Abdilwahid Aban
Hind (*Amrah) (A nnesy Humaida (d85AH)  ‘Abdallih A noef) Ibrahim (A Boet)
{A poetess} —I— A naetessii2) (A poet) I_l (A poet)
; Abdalqudns Pd alKhalig Abd al Khali
Shabib, the last of the Umayyad : q (A poet) ; q
poets (Al-Aghani, 16/61; (A poet) (A poet)
Jamharat Ansab al*Arab,
1977:364)
Ibrahim
(A Doet)

The following versicles are attributed to Sa°d Ibn al-Husain al-Ansari:

Agina (3all g Al i€ &) (Hlimud) plally kst (333
OO et 2 s
halSag 3o pgd chsil 2l S ) (dshl) dl G et il

This means that they are the descendants of al-Aus and al-Khazraj (two tribes lived in Medina pre
and during Islam, known by Al-Ansar). They were also known as Bani al-Azd Ibn al-Ghawth Ibn
Nabt Ibn Malik Ibn Zayd Ibn Kahlan Ibn Sab'a Ibn Ya‘rib al-Qahtanyyin. (Ghassan) is their great

(1) Refer to: Prof. Abu at-Taher “Abd Al-Majid Al-IsdawT (pd)s Adalall & jadd) i) —"Families' Poetic Lineages
in Pre and during Islam", 2001, Maktabit “Arafat, al-Zaqaziq, Egypt.

(24) He is referred to in Al-Isfahani's Al-4ghani, 16/43) within al-Nu°man's poetic lineage.

(25) She is also referred to as (Hamdah). She was married to Al-Miihajir Ibn “Abdiillah Ibn Khaled Ibn Al-Walid,
divorced and then was married to Al-Hajjaj Ibn Yiisuf al-Thaqafi (d.95AH) (Al-Aghani 9/230); also refer to: Mu‘jam al-
Nisa' al-Sha“irat fi'l Jahiliyya wa'l Islam ("A Lexicography of Poetess Women in pre and during Islam"), 1990/63-65);
and Kitab Jamharat Ansab al-°Arab (A squadron of Arabs' Lineages (Ancestries)") 1977).

(26) He is famous for his lengthy poem which he commences with az-Tawil meter:

Al cilagbad) padl) JA5E 80 gl @ gadd) Glals] SHEBLE]

Which means roughly that (a poet here is talking to someone):

You are stirred by women who are in their howdah (covered pavilions) that camels carry on their backs — like al-
Nujair's lofty date palms— when they run fast and uneasy to carry heavy loads. (Al-Nujair is a name of many locations:
it is said that this location is found in the dwellings of Bani ‘Abs; a place in Hadramaut in Yemen. It is also said that it
is a fortress in Yemen.
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ancestor of a Yemeni tribe; his name is Mazin Ibn al-Azd Ibn Ghawth. The two lines of verse above
were recited by Sa“d Ibn al-Husain who took pride in his great ancestors from Bani al-Azd al-
Qahtanyyin. They were masters who had self-esteem, glory, power. They were also generous
people, pillars, like lofty mountains, of their tribe.

(C) Likeness of Inherited Poetic Talent between the Poet and his Descendants

The idea of the above heading is based on the supposition of likeness of the inherited talent like that
between the ancestors (stem) and their descendants (branch) in general heredity. What impels one to
delve deeply into this supposition is that one of the reasons for hiding the attribution and its being
permissible by experts is that a son can attribute his transmittance of his father's verse to himself as
his own. Accordingly, a listener infers as similar the artistic likeness between the son and his father
(Tabagat, 1952:1/47). 1 will discuss the idea from two aspects related to the inheritance of talent. |
have chosen relatives of the first class; as heredity or genetic transmission in such cases is obvious
and more explicit.

Likeness in Talent (artistic aptitude) between Zuhayr and his Son Ka’b

1- According to senior critics, they were both notable and champion or master poets, i.e. they show
marked superiority. According to Ibn Sallam, Zuhayr was one of the masters of the first class
(Tabagat, 1952:1/51). Both Ibn Qutaybah and Al-Isfahani regarded Ka‘b (d.24AH/662AD) as a
notable master as well (Ash-Shir wa'sh-Shu®ara’, 1960: 1/154; Al-Aghani', 2010: 17/82).

2- Both Ka‘b's and his father's poetic characters were conformed in the mold of poetic matrix since
Ka‘b's poetic emergence the day he was made a debut when Zuhayr tested him extemporaneously
and intuitively in order to know his extensity of composing poetry and his manageability. It was a
long test whereof | have chosen some lines of verse. When Zuhayr appeared in the neighborhood,
he said:

8 yud ‘_,AJ\UJG“.UM ‘_,..\ Gl para guagg‘;s:

Zuhayr, then, beat Ka‘b and told him (QSS b 3al) — "you idiot, improvise!" i.e. to complete in the
same form of thought and the syntactic structure like him. In other words, Zuhayr meant to order his
son to take turn, compose verse extemporaneously and to complete lines of verse which he already
started. Accordingly, Ka‘b, then, said:

Ll ) i (0 A B4 i) o i 6
Zuhayr continued, saying:

S 50aal Jhe Cokh o) G 1555 3 L 13)
Zuhayr said:"You idiot, improvise!" Ka‘b, then, said:

o a8 At b3k s G080 g A 13 1Y) (had

..........Zuhayr grasped his son's hand and said to him, "I have vouchsafed (granted as a privilege)
you to compose verse, my son™ (Al-Aghant’, 2010: 17/83). It is known that this type of verse above
(improvisation) must have characteristics of form and syntax, the symmetric nature of the verse,
with its well-balanced hemistichs, i.e. it conforms in purpose, rhythm, rhyme and style so much so
it seemed as if it had been composed by one poet.
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3- They both have or represent the same artistic doctrine (school of thought) so much so Ibn
Qutaybah cited two lines of verse that are attributable to both Zuhayr and Ka‘b while talking about
Zuhayr, saying, "Derived from his verses are the following versicles or lines of verse and it is said
they are his son's Ka“b" (Ash-Shi‘r wa'sh-Shu‘ara’, 1960: 1/150):

A 05l o805 At Gl gl Jala &) &k Ja 3l (il
Uiy Jgad) 08 (o jas it &l 1) OAS Slial i Layds Eial
4- In a work on syntax attributed to Khalaf al-Ahmar (d. ¢. 180/796)—Abtu Muhriz Khalaf Ibn
Hayyan al- Ahmar, early ‘Abbasid poet and famous rawi (transmitter) of early and pre-Islamic
poetry, al-Ahmar described Zuhayr and Ka‘b as two arrows in a quiver. "It was said to al-Ahmar:
'Was Zuhayr most superior in composing verse than his son Kab?' Al-Ahmar said: 'But for some

lines of verse attributed to Zuhayr which people considered great, | would say that Ka®h was most
superior than Zuhayr™ (qtd. in Ash-Shir wa'sh-Shu‘ara’, 1960:1/139).

Likeness in Talent (artistic aptitude) between Al-°Ajjaj and his Son Ru'ba

1- This prestigious family equally specialized in one type of the art of verse that is composing
lengthy poems in rajaz metre which is inherited by Ru'ba (d. 145/762) from his famous father Al-
°Ajjaj (d. ¢.91/710) and bequeathed by “Ugba through his father Ru'ba. Ru'ba's poetry, however, is
more than merely a treasure-trove for linguists.

2- We perceive something of artistic collaboration and learning between the stem and the branch;
once between Al-°Ajjaj and his son Ru'ba and once again between Ru'ba and his son ‘Ugba (Al-
‘Umda, 1972: 1/331; Ash-Shi°r wa'sh-Shu‘ara’, 1960: 2/595).

3- Al-°Ajjaj and his son Ru'ba were both in the same artistic rank (degree of excellence and
eminence). When asked about who the most eminent people in composing verse were, Yunus
answered: "Al-°Ajjaj and Ru'ba" (qtd. in Al-Aghant', 2010: 20/351). They were both similar in using
eloquence and avoiding melody. Ibn “Awn said: "Neither he—Ru'ba— nor his father had any
assimilated letter in their verse™ (ibid, 2010: 20/351).

4- Tbn Sallam considered them both in the same rank; i.e. the ninth rank peculiar to rajaz poets.

5- Their poetry — Al-°Ajjaj and his son Ru'ba— was merely a treasure-trove for linguists who
counted much on them to measure the validity of language and the grammar. In Lisaan al-*Arab
("Arabs’ Language"), for example, Al-°Ajjaj's versicles (verse lines) in rajaz metre amounted to
(1124) lines while Ru'ba's were (822) lines (Mahjtb, 2010: 122).

There remain, after this elaborate discussion on these models, more questions | would like to ask,
did all these models fulfill the purpose of the study? Did they refute the allegations against the
fallacy that verse cannot be inherited or transmitted to descendants from their own ancestors
genetically? In a nutshell, I guess so!

Conclusion
Here below are the most important findings of the study:

1- Efforts collaborated, arts and sciences also integrated with each other: Genetics, Medicine,
Psychology and Literary Criticism to deal with one main issue—that is, the inheritance of poetic
creation.
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2- Heredity may be one of the tributaries or sources of poetic talent as well as a source of ingenuity
and excellence in verse composition.

3- Critics speech on heredity focused mostly on the inheritance of poetic creation, and rarely did
they pay attention to the inheritance of prosaic creation.

4- The issue of poetic inheritance appeared as disintegrative in criticism in the far East while it
became a full theory that has its foundations and aspects in criticism in the near east represented
fully in Ibn Rashiq.

5- There is a difference between the title of the issue in both ancient and modern criticism; the most
prominent in ancient criticism was( 4l <l sx) —"Notable Families in Verse Composition"; while
in modern criticism is "Heredity of Poetry."

6- Arabic criticism was objective in dealing with the phenomenon, careful in its interpretation and
unbiased in deliberating it. So, it observed the phenomenon in Arab poets and mawalr (non-Arab
poets) free from all bias, prejudice and discrimination—eminently fair.

7- Ancient critics based their judgments in the inheritance of poetic creation on the phenomenon of
race and the eminent families in verse composition logically the same as modern Genetics.

8- In heredity, ancient critics based their judgments on intuition and modern critics kept their tracks,
never made use of the advancement of sciences and the integration of arts.

9- There is a crucial difference between the structure of the tree of poetic lineage and family
pedigree. Unlike the later, it encompasses the maternal uncle, the mother, the maternal aunt's
son...etc.

10- Is it possible to attain such degree of likeness in the inherited poetic talent between the stem
(progenitor) and the branch (offspring) like that degree of resemblance between them in physical
appearance?

11-Still, the issue of inheriting poetic creativity is a moot point that needs more comprehensive,
proper empirical studies. Hopefully, medical and psychological researches should contribute to
throwing some disclosing lights upon it to unravel its many-sided aspects in the near future.
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