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149 e The Arab Spring Revolutions in the Contemporary Arab Novel Name of
researcher: Rasha Jalees, Institute: University of Jordan
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The Summary

I found, in the book of (The Meccan Masterpiece in The Explanation of The Millennium Orjouza for

AL-Magarry AL-Magrebi (died in 847 AH)) many caliphate matters. | focused here on the most
important matters that took place. I followed the principle of favoring depending on the grammatical
origins of hearing and measurement; documenting that with evidences and the proof of the texts from
previous books. Studies. So, | mentioned each matter of the search matters separately. | presented the
saying of AL-Magarry copying or conducting in the beginning of each matter. Then, discussing it
and searching a lot about the author of The Meccan Masterpiece. | found out that he was not
mentioned a lot in the translation books except for that he was the explainer of the Millennium of
Ebn Malik who had a Maliki sect. The grammatical argument in general has a great influence on the
grammatical studies So. | found that the grammatical studied are built on it ;not only by looking at
differences between one party or sect and the other but by what is going to enrich the grammatical
studies with presented ideas by these and those.
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Résume en anglais:

This intervention that we share through them in the activities of the International Forum on
acculturation Aalnkadiholthaol Ask Question cash acculturation, which left a scene volcanic
Arab monetary speech comes, perhaps the most important manifestations manifested itself in the
chaos and confusion and deformed that marred monetary practice Arab critics, as cash term crisis
come to the fore As a result of receiving a Western curriculum in assets, making it condemns
cultural soil that has grown in Ohoudanha.ola stand manifestations of the crisis at this point but
extends to Todlj thought Arab critics to find some of them became a leftist and other secular and
not another of those and not of those.

Within this paper we seek to expose Amadmrat speech acculturation and references
Althawayh his successor, and the extent of their impact in the Arab Monetary and has set aside
to talk about the most prominent backgrounds that Anbak by the structural approach that we
have adopted as a model pose in which the issue of monetary acculturation as one of the most
important curriculum received by the Arab Monetary and that was quite popular in the monetary
arena Arabic.
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Résumé en francais:

Cette intervention que nous partageons a travers eux dans les activités du Forum international
sur l'acculturation Aalnkadiholthaol Poser une question cash acculturation, qui a laissé une
scéne discours monétaire arabe volcanique vient, peut-étre des manifestations les plus
importantes se manifestent dans le chaos et la confusion et déformés que la pratique
monétaire critiques arabes entachées, comme terme de crise de trésorerie viennent au premier
plan a la suite de la réception d'un programme de type occidental dans des actifs, ce qui
condamne le sol culturel qui a grandi en Ohoudanha.ola tenir des manifestations de la crise a
ce point, mais étend a Todlj pensait critiques arabes pour trouver certains d'entre eux est
devenu un gauchiste et autres laique et pas un autre de ceux et non de ceux-ci. Dans cet
article, nous cherchons a exposer Amadmrat discours acculturation et références Althawayh
son successeur, et I'ampleur de leur impact sur le monétaire arabe et a mis de c6té pour parler
des milieux les plus importants qui Anbak par l'approche structurelle que nous avons
adoptées en tant que modeéle pose dans laquelle la question de I'acculturation monétaire
comme l'un des programmes le plus important recu par le monétaire arabe et qui était trés
populaire dans l'aréne monétaire arabe.
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ANGLAIS

Considered literature is room for self-expression through words and deeds the diverse Pfnnouna
longing and wonderful methods, including authorizing the pain and hope, he may--mkanh literature
in an individual's life as it provides fun and suspense significant to the recipient or small, represents a
"children’s literature a vital part of the Arab literature, attentions Balbraam and given to the Faihdthm
special manner participate Besnahm for the future and prepares them for life, and what was the story
-aly face Al_khasos- in the form of a text linguistically primarily, they are valid because the active
ingredient is in the surroundings of education, to train the child to language skills graphical certain,
and improves their educational trends important to build effective personal building.

All these motives spurred our desire for access to the art world, which requires direct the search
toward "the role of the story in language acquisition in children,” as they provided the story of the
educational contexts into account the qualities of innovation and develop them through a process of
interaction and assimilation, in terms of raising talents and skills and try to embody.

key words: Language-acquisition-literature of the Child fluency.
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(20)  Charles Peirce, Ecrits sur le signe, éditions du seuil, Paris, 1978.

(21) Le nouveau petit Robert, Dictionnaire alphabétique et analogique de la langue
Francaise, nouvelle édition du petit Robert, Impression Maury Imprimeur, France, 1995.
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The Arab Spring Revolutions in the Contemporary Arab Novel
Name of researcher: Rasha Jalees, Institute: University of Jordan

Abstract

This paper investigates the political realities that pertain to the Arab Spring and Arab
revolutions that took place in the last few years in Middle East in some Arab contemporary
novels. It specifically explores the manifestations of these events in the contemporary Arab
novel, with much focus on Mostafa Khalifa s The Shell(2009), Ayman Otoom s They Hear its
Whisper (2013), Nawal El-Saadawi s It is Blood (2014 ), lIbrahim al Koni s The Chivalry of
Slain Dreams (2012). This analytical study traces the line of political and revolutionary
thought since 2009 up until this moment. It also discusses the concept of revolution and its
connection with civil wars. Moreover, the study shows the literary weakness that resulted
from the political realities .

Keywords: Contemporary Arab novel, Arab Spring, revolution, political realities,
criticism.
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Introduction

The Arabic novel has attracted critical interest concerning the topic of the Arab revolutions.
It is a natural and logical response in the literary sphere to present the reality of the revolution
and its impact in every state. Just as the revolutions differed in reality, the novels vary
technically and according to their content. The novels offer different examples due to the
specific political frame for each of their revolutionary stages, which give each its distinctive
mark and individual style. Some revolutions acquired a huge amount of narrative written about
them like in the cases of Syria and Egypt whilst other revolutions suffered from a lack of
novelist production concerning them as in the cases of Yemen and Libya. Amidst the abundance
of production or its scarcity, we find that the all of revolutionary novels are not of the technical
level and content that we expected. Perhaps the reason for this was the novelists’ need to catch
up with this sudden and urgent stage of reality and accompany the current events. Furthermore,
literature was also not ready for what followed this stage concerning political shocks and
turmoils. The matter itself is applicable to the internal revolution as these novels mostly
explored the revolutionary phenomenon in a descriptive way focusing on the pre-coup stage to
describe the extent of corruption and the widespread oppression in the state or to present . And
the revolutionary state at the moment of the regime’s downfall. Both cases represent a process
of announced disclosure of the appearances of adversity and corruption.

These explorations turn only to the social aspect and the revolution’s effect upon it without
considering the political aspects that are linked to it and the transitional stage nor challenging
the revolution’s principles nor even considering the political void and the civil wars that
resulted from it.

If we apply this to the Syrian case for example, the majority of the novels focus on
exposing the regime’s scandals and emphasizing the crimes that were committed during the era
the transmitted from the ancestors to their predecessors, during the revolution and before the
revolution inside the prisons like in “They Hear its Whisper” or “The Shell”. Here, the spotlight
is directed at the one- sided limited ideology (for and against) without examining the
revolution’s scope itself, the case of the refugees and displaced persons, the opposition that
betrayed the revolution nor the responsibility of the international community. Some Jordanian
works explore the revolution through symbolism such as the works of the writers Shahla Al
Ojaili and Laila AlAtrash. As for Egypt, the revolution novels attempt to prove the revolution’s
success and the triumph of democracy in ousting Mubarak’s regime and political Islam despite
the contradictory and chaotic state Egypt is suffering from now and the worse economic
conditions it is now experiencing. These catastrophes actually affirm the complications of the
revolution , not its success. The revolutionary novels present a comprehensive panoramic vision
that combines reality and fiction and adds to them the human experience that is specific to each
scene according to the explorations of each novelist.

Thus, the novels are rich in historical events, names of places, names of martyrs and
revolutionists, this is apparent in “It is blood” and “The Chivalry of Slain Dreams”.We also find
that same Syrian examples that depend on political ideology and its explorations of the
revolution case like “The Shell” and “They Hear its Whisper”.

It is common to see the novels that give importance to highlight the distinctive
colloquial dialect in that is an important part of the narrative structure by way of illustrating the
realistic image and true scenario described by the novelist. Likewise, The novels also invest it to
create the motivation, the circumstances and the characters. The realistic language is united with
fictional language in order to produce the revolution discourse and this is particularly prominent
with Nawal El Saadawi. Similarly, al-Koni and Otoom’s language is affected by religious
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language. Al-Koni’s novel is the best with regards to the exploration of deep philosophical
vision, ‘place’ takes a prominent position concerning narrative elements (the security building).
Meanwhile, EI Saadawi’s novel is the best with regards to technical composition, multiplicity of
voices (diglossia) and characters and the usage of flashback and monologue techniques.

Now, most people see that the revolution was in fact a revolutionary event except that it was
totally abandoned and remained a political lie or that it could not escape being a planned and
tactical political game that served an external hidden agenda incited by Western and Eastern
states or the previous regime’s interests.

Radical revolution is a term that Arabs have never known in their reality and that is to say,
that any revolutionary action requires a radical change of thought and mentality, and this is not
what the Arabs are experiencing today. It is now known to every Arab citizen that the Arab
spring was a dry, cold autumn.

The Arab have experienced tyranny, oppression, poverty, hunger and corruption. Therefore,
these concepts and terms satisfied the Arab’s mind or even formed a part of its personality and
its political being and thought for many decades. As a result, this left a legacy of an idle
political background and even if it was destined to change, it did not change in the right way
which means that the Arab individual never perceived the term “revolution” nor its complete
concept.

The overlapping of politics with social arrangement is an inevitable issue due to the strong
relationship between them, the exchange of interests and the continuance of social dynamic and
its interaction in order to achieve political decision making that is represented by the head of
this social pyramid. The relationship between the ruler and the ruled represents an ongoing
steady cycle thus; political composition is an identical model of social composition itself
because any political decision will create a circular social transformation and not a parallel
transformation where one may surpass the other. Therefore, we can consider politics as a social
arrangement and “a complex process based on th- eoretical perceptions that are more
comprehensive than traditional thought. In general, it is not concerned about a particular issue
but rather tackles all the components of social arrangement like the method of rule, political
decision-making and how to implement it. It seems that it is at the level of most complicated
practice because the life of the individual inside the social arrangement has become a politicised
life.”( Wadi, 1996,p.38).

Generating from the sociological theories that were based on the principle of the relationship
between literature or art and the society, literary reflection theory obtained a distinctive feature
in language because of its strong link with the function of literature, which placed it in the field
of commitment, social realism and the true social reflection. This does not mean a commitment
that limits and constricts the space for freedom in art and in literature or for the artist or the
writer. That is to say, we are unable to remove the subjective and emotional role of the writer
and put it into the context of recording the external social space around him/her. Thus, it is an
exchange process between the subjective and emotional components of the writer in his
consciousness and in his external surroundings in which he plays a part and which produces
human experience, and thus influences the writer. “The process of creativity is a product of
social influence and it comes as a result of distinctive individual effort however, its sentimental
and intellectual outcome is derived from the relationship of the writer with the social system
that he lives in” (Shukri,1993,p.88).

Art is an ancient thing that represents humanity itself. This means that the relationship
of explaining the human’s need for art is an existential relationship, disconnected in developing
its undeniable link with collective movement and direction. However, the approaches that
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sought to explain literature teleology placed it in intellectual frames and theories. These were
derived from the philosophical material that the explanations were based on and
adopted its theory, which is found in its real components. This was to express the idea of
sociological merging of the human being with reality which is found in specific tools whether
they be in immitation, romance, realism or symbolism. Therefore, we find ourselves faced with
the dichotomy of the writer and society; and the relationship between them enters the realm of
freedom making art which becomes the expression of the writer’s self or his internal sufferings
separating him from his community. This issue does not take place due to the social nature
which human instinct is based on nor the nature of isolation. The relationship may
also tie the writer to his external reality in a way that makes him reject, accept, criticise, or
mock without realistic or historical documentation.

Earnest Fischer attempted to observe this relationship meticulously when he talked about the
necessity for art in a humanistic community where the human being strives to find a state of
balance to satisfy the desires of the individual self with his external world and his sufferings and
this is what turns into an eternal humanistic experience. Thus, we are able to discuss the idea of
literature eternality and continuity as he says, “Every art is the neonate of its age and it
represents humanity in so far as it corresponds with the prevailing ideas in a specific historical
situation and with its needs and expectations. However, art goes beyond this as it makes the
specific historical moment one of humanity’s moments, which creates hope towards constant
development and not solely mutations and contradictions”.(Fisher,1971,p.38). Fisher talks
about the nature of art that is based on magic namely what it is and its image as it is linked to
the process of change and the reconstruction of reality and transforming it within the layers of
society.

“Art is necessary for the human being in order that he understands the world and is able to
change it and it is necessary because of this latent magic within it. (Fisher,1971,p.38)

Abdul Rahman Munif’s perspective comes to support this theoretical observation when he
talks about the novel’s sociological role in the service of the more common division of society
as he says, “the novel will be the history of those with no history; the history of the poor, the
oppressed and those who are dreaming of a better world and how they lived and how they died
whilst they are still dreaming.”(Wadi, 1996,p.105)

Backstage Prior to The Revolution of The Syrian Scene
“The Shell” Novel

The novel “The Shell” by the author Mostafa Khalifa is a fictional work written prior
to the Syrian revolution which deserves to be mentioned. This novel presents an ideology which
is completely different from that of the former novel and criticises the nationalist and refuses his
ideology and political thought. In addition to its being a novel that overlaps biographically with
the novelist himself, the writer speaks here from a real life experience revealing his experience
to us in the novel thus it is not seclusive — according to Said Allouch. He searches for the truth
of identity which has no meaning except when it functions within a utopia and begins everyday
life experience instead of the truth of identity (us) in fictional discourse”.(Alloush,1981,p.97)

Nevertheless, this novel is similar to the other one in containing a substantial amount
of scenes of torture, killing and corporal violation which is skilfully carried out by the
executioner “with the aim of extorting information by forcing confession of one’s own crimes
or confession of the whereabouts of associates or with the aim of creating an atmosphere of
terror which is practically the real reason for torture in a totalitarian state.”(Keeragan,2002,p.9
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Therefore, the novel undertakes a dual resignation: the self and the resistant body when the body
accustoms itself fully to all types of torture and repression be it scourging, hanging or cables.
This induces a complete separation process of the body and the spiritual self which Descartes
mentioned when he said “that pain is the physical lever that one can depend on when forcing a
person to reveal the facts he holds secretly in his mind and this way he no longer sees the truth
as merely something within the individual” (Keeragan,2002,p.17). I fight myself from fear of
falling. A complete separation takes place between the mind and the body. My mind is
completely clear and aware of everything happening around me but as for my body, it separates
from me slowly becoming numb and frozen...I do not dare to raise my hand to my nose even if
my hand responds.”(Khalifa,2008,p.178).

The features of political irony appear notably in the beginning of the novel when the obscure
character squats inside one of the prisons after returning from Paris. The character being a
devout Christian with a secular attitude is accused of belonging to the Muslim Brotherhood
organisation and this remains the issue that splits the ending of the novel into many approaches.

If Otoom’s novel is primarily based on Muslim Brotherhood thought and adopts it
entirely considering that Islamic authority is the correct base for building any political system,
then the novel “The Shell” adopts the opposite way of thinking being the western secular trend
which is separate from religious ideology regarding content in order to build its radical, liberal
system. Therefore, Khalifa talks about the idea of political conflict and congestion that
alternates between three political axes: the religious axis which he rejects and describes as being
quarrelsome, opposing, rigorous and close-minded. This rejection is mutual from the Islamist
side that sees it as decadent, disloyal and impure. “Once, | was walking towards the sinks and
my hand knocked against one of theirs. He went back and washed to purify himself. If | used
the tap, whoever came after me washed it with soap seven times because | was simply
‘impure’.” (Khalifa,2008,p.47).

As for the second axis, it is embodied by the axis of Western thought which is
adopted by the main character who remains in a hostile relationship with the Islamists,
considered as “takfiris”, on one side and with the aggression of the Baath rule on the other side.
Thus, two internal prisons coexist under the shell of the character who lives with feelings of
isolation and alienation. He loses his will for everything except for snooping from a distance on
everything surrounding him and he takes pleasure in cautious and impartial observation even
after thirteen years and even after leaving the prison which took place without leaving the walls
of this shell. As for the third axis, it is embodied by the ruling regime which governs with a
physical grip on the parties as it only has control over their bodies “and the arena of torture in
order to effectuate the executioner’s wildest dreams and the victim’s worst nightmares.”
(Khalifa,2008,p.228). This is all in order to express loyalty to the legitimacy of its leader:
“Long live the cherished presidents. Long live, long live, long live...and the stick remains
wedged and oscillating between the buttocks of the corpse. For eternity, for eternity, long live
the presidents”. (Khalifa,2008,p.228).

It becomes apparent that “The Shell” text is more open and liberal to the Syrian
revolutionary experience due to the varying axes and the ideological parties inside the text. The
world inside the novel is crowded with different attitudes and viewpoints even within one party.
Therefore, he discusses the different levels of awareness and its variation in the thought of the
Muslim Brothers themselves. Khalifa presents the moderate level that rejects the policy of
‘whoever is not with me is against me’ and this is shown through the character Zahi. Another
level is apparent in the ‘rigorous’ and ‘takfiri’ faction which are joined by feelings of rejection
and mutual disdain and the faction of pacific Sufi groups.

N ... R
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It can be said that the novel conveys realistic insights extending to human experience
inside prison and does not consider the characters as complete and faultless ‘models’ or see
them as representative of a firm, correct ideology with clear goals as in “They Hear its
Whisper”. This indicates Khalifa’s impartiality in his panoramic view and his presentation of
the viewpoints or is indicative of his liberal education that comes from Europe.

Daydreaming forms an important and cohesive pillar with the novel’s structure, as
it is the only way for the character to escape his chagrined reality and temporal pauses in order
to bring a secondary character from the past or from outside his reality and identify with it to
create a utopia in the mind that keeps it apart, even if for a matter of seconds, from its poor
reality. Although the novel is a record of the character’s daily life entitled according to dates.
The passing of time violates the element of time that is successive to the mainevents over
thirteen years. This is due to the power of psychological time in the novel which aims to reveal
the internal essence of the novel uncovering its crisis, fragmentation, the tumours of its reality
from torture and its effects. “What happened to me in prison in five years, in seventeen years?
The truth is that | didn’t feel the time. Do you know that this feeling was due to the complexity
of details? It’s like the lashes, if you begin to count the number of lashes, you will inevitably
weaken, and if you count the number of days you will inevitably weaken or go mad.” (lIbid,
p.184).

The Syrian Scene
The novel, “They Hear its Whisper”

The novel “They Hear its Whisper” by the Jordanian writer Ayman Otoom seems an
Earnest attempt to understand the hellish Syrian reality through a political prisoner that the
writer attempts to portray in correspondence with the reality of the Arab revolutions where Syria
is at the forefront clashing with reality due to the regime’s attachment to authority. Therefore,
the novel creates an important turning point since it is classified as part of the ‘Prison literature’
novels which we seldom find available to readers due to their direct link with power and
hostility towards it. Thus, writing to disclose and confess can be considered risky particularly if
the authority in question is domineering and believes in the principle of power and the stick
approach. Moreover, the novel corresponds with the new Arab reality and revolutionary age.

The novel’s aim is to confirm this revolution and support it and not only to record
political events and the confessions of a prisoner who accustoms his body to dealing with
various types of torture: the stake, the wheel, electrocution, lashes and starvation. It is only a
call, revival and continuance of the Syrian revolution which remains alight in all Syrian cities
and which turned back on its revolutionists, transformed into a civil war causing sectarianism to
burn thousands of its people, and was like the cat that eats its offspring. “Abu Natheer struck the
first on his neck with his stick so he fell on both knees as if he had struck his shoulder and not
his neck and the guard then offered him a banquet of dead rats. As for the second, cockroaches
sprang from his ears and his face and from the sheer horror of the scene, | wet myself.” ( Otoom,
2012,p.97)

The novel confines itself to three hundred and fifty pages detailing a journey of
suffering, oppression and physical and psychological torment within the cellars of Palmyra
prison for Islamist detainees who opposed the Syrian Baath regime. The political situation and
the muddy minimized civil war which is not devoid of images engraved in memory of killing
approximately 1300 prisoners during a wave of bloody events witnessed by the people of Hama
in the year 1982 during the epoch of Hafez al-Assad. The events were distinguished by the
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strong polarization of the Muslim Brothers and the socialists and membership with the Muslim
Brothers came to be considered a crime punishable by execution (Darraj,2000,p.51). Its existence
is asserted in the novel with the execution of 699 detainees. This journey was embodied by the
obscure character, the doctor ‘lyaad As’ad’ who resided in cell number 22 for a period of
seventeen years. Therefore, Otoom conveyed this historic event and tragic massacre so it
overlaps with the current Syrian revolutionary reality, bringing history closer to the present state
of affairs. This is in consideration with the fact that the Syrian calamity in the eighties lived by
the consciousness of the Syrian people during the epoch when the father is reborn and with
greater power in the epoch of the son today. “In the last two months of the year 1983, the state’s
fury increased. It began smashing and destroying everything in its way. It Killed. It executed. It
hung. The number of those being executed rose dangerously, in one of the days they killed 90
young men.” ( Otoom, 2012,p.76).

Otoom chooses to entitle his hero’s diary entries using many sub-titles which includes
daily developing and shocking events that affectes the main character and his surroundings. The
most prominent thing about the novel is its realistic foresight that corresponds with the Syrian
revolution as well as a modernistic style of writing. It seems as though it is more consistent with
the empiricism of the novel and its breaking away from the traditional framework. However,
these titles, which have been embellished many times in Quranic verses aimed at ideologizing
the novel’s structure which is based on two conflicting levels of thought. These include
religious politicised thought which believes in the authority of religion and the fundamentalism
of politics in order to be “a dynamic extension of the Eastern Salafi reformation in its
confrontation with the perfectionist secular model and the attempt to confine its effects and
expansion to the Islamic world”(Darraj,2000,p.43). This is represented by the Muslim
Brotherhood or in another sense the political victim and scapegoat according to Otoom which is
considered one of the supporters of this approach hereditarily and by thought. “We prayed the
Fajr [dawn] prayer silently at sunrise, an officer stood at the door and began calling the names
of those that went out. Each person was chased by metal cables until the blood gushed out from
his body and he was led to his final abode. We were crammed into barns that God only knows
were not even befitting for livestock.” ( Otoom, 2012,p.100).

On the other hand, nationalist thought denies the fundamental content of religion and
its link with politics, so it refuses to build any conciliative relationship with the authority.
Therefore, it is devoid of the practical religious content that is linked to the political system.
Discussing religion is merely a spiritual matter (secularism) in accordance with the ‘Aflaqgi’
concept, which is the essence of the Baath regime. Thus, “religious understanding, which is
consistent with the people’s Arab nationalism, is a civilized and spiritual manifestation and not
a principle, creed or ideology.”( Ali, 2000,p.242). These two levels of thought remain in
constant conflict and the nationalist command of the ruling regime becomes apparent (the
warders, Abu Natheer and the guard up until the supreme authority) and it is when it becomes
apparent that the public represent the political victim.

Perhaps Otoom succeeds in portraying very accurate details about daily life inside
the prison where he presentes a complete panoramic view describing the detainee, the prison,
the psychological effects on the detainees in the cells and in solitary confinement, the execution
rooms, the power of the prison and the humiliating methods of torture. He does this to the extent
that the reader reacts by turning towards the controversial question: if the Syrian revolution is a
‘universal conspiracy’, as the Baath party considers it to be through media discourse and aims to
fragment the state into statelets and weaken it, then to what extent can one describe the previous
degree of freedom enjoyed by the public? is it a stable and secure ring the Baath party enclosed
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its people in like an iron fist in a velvet glove throughout its time or is it its economic ability to
achieve maximum possible self- sufficiency?!

Likewise, the trend of consciousness and the intensified downfalls summoned an ardent
stream of ontological questions that surround reality and question it in order to find a clear
answer that help to understand and explain its existence. Usually, this trend merges with the
control of psychological time that reflects the melancholy of reality, its severe pains and the
defeat of daily real time which the character is completely separated from. “Who said that time
rotates? Here, time is a cover which encircles our defeated space and we pass through it towards
the valley of death, we were pushed by an iron hand and fell into the abyss of absence” (Otoom,
2012, p.169).

Otoom attempts to portray the Muslim Brotherhood in the novel as a community that is
intellectually civilized, accepting others, open to other different approaches, and possesses a
moderate attitude with regards to thought and behaviour free from, demagogism, obstinacy and
takfirism. Thus, Ottom uses the character “Constantin Sarrouf” equally and objectively to attest
to all this; he is a religious Christian who is aware of Islamic principles and is well versed in the
study and explanation of the Quran and Arabic language. He even organises study circles for
many Islamists inside the dormitories, and was to an extent someone who ‘lyyad As’ad’ took
pride in however, he also found him difficult to understand at the same time even after his death
due to typhoid. “Nevertheless, | stood up and announced clearly in front of everyone that | was
going to pray for him like we pray for the Muslims. We prayed for him with humility and amity.
He died and with him died the secret which he kept for ten years and which remains in the
hands of his gracious lord”. (Ibid,p.255)

The Eqgyptian Scene
“It is Blood” — Nawaal El Saadawi

In the novel “It is blood”, the reality of the Egyptian revolution is shown to focuses on a
huge amount of the serious corruption in Egyptian society. The novel illustrates the bloody state
of the revolution when all the characters in the novel pay the price of blood together for this
revolution. The novel is consists of condensed pages in order to explore the wounds of Egyptian
society within the sphere of journalism and freedom of the press, the women’s sphere, the
family environment, the slums filled with the poverty-stricken and deprived in the depths of the
cities, the authoritarian man and political power.

Nawaal El Saadawi chooses the January revolution to be a revolt against the accumulation,
over many years and decades, of corruption that eventually surfaces and is made up of tyranny,
oppression and ignorance. EI Saadawi chooses to discuss the Egyptian revolution using the
principle of reviewing tangible reality, dissecting it and presenting the most particular details
and conditions of its content. Her non-formal way of reviewing the series of events and time is
parallel to the chaotic nature of reality and life where the concept of order and sequence of time
or of events is disengaged for the Egyptian individual today and for society building.

The revolutionary principle observed by the characters in the novel from all social classes is
persistence in resistance and struggle against falsehood, sycophancy and political and social
hypocrisy for the sake of freedom and a complete radical revolution despite agitation. The
complete passing of time and events in the novel is more logical for the reader in order to
understand and realize the reasons for the revolution after a long examination of the
circumstances and exemplars of the oppressed, defeated and starving from different classes of
Egyptian society. The scene and event containing the revolution’s action comes at the end of the
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novel identical and impartial to the real Egyptian experience. “They attacked Tahrir square and
trampled the people down using hooves and wheels. They fired and released gases. The dust
rises up in the sky along with the smoke and balls of fire. The water bottle flew out from her
hand and she herself flies with the bottle and fills on the ground when she then becomes aware
of red blood.”( El-Saadawi, 2004,p.9)

The sociological denotation carried by the term ‘blood’ in the novel’s title is that of human
liberation from tyranny, oppression and longing for freedom that is not achieved except by
collective redemption and social sacrifice. This is the bitter fruit the human gains after a long-
term bloody conflict in which individuals sacrifice their blood in Tahrir square. It is also the fuel
for igniting change and overturning constants, circumstances and political systems.

“It is the blood of the virgin maid on her master’s silk sheets, the blood in the doctor’s clinic
during an abortion operation, the blood of the maid who killed her husband and the blood of the
woman writer that revolts against the regime. They all bleed together” ( Helmy,M,2015,) It is
also the blood of Jalaal As’ad who died because of torture.

El Saadawi strives to convey the revolutionary experience in Egypt through highlighting
latent instability and touching upon the wounds of reality since she is a doctor that understands
the real meaning of the word ‘pain’ which is the key of the novel in the beginning and the
reason for its revolution in the ending. It is no more a documentary novel than it is an aim to
express attitudes of rejection, criticism and sarcasm. This then promptes the arrival at the
transitional stage: the revolution, which involves the total destruction of everything that
precedes it in preparation for a new construction stage that does not take place in the novel.
Therefore, the novel is focuses only on the principle of total fragmentation and destruction of
the decadent social structure through the great revolution. It is this that carries within it a new
vision and a glimmer of hope that announces the construction stage which is no less significant
than its precedent which leaves it at the discretion of the reader.

The novel is not devoid of female presence and its many examples which show oppression of
women. The novel’s content is based on the woman’s real revolutionary status and her affairs
because she is the main generator of and actor in the revolution.

The revolution of the Egyptian woman against poverty, which sweeps the alleys and squats,
is represented through the character ‘Sadiyya’. The revolution of the woman against the male
community is embodied by ‘Kawkab’, the revolution against the selfish authoritarian man who
only sees the woman as body. Pleasure that represented by ‘Hamida’ and the revolution of the
educated woman against a reality that sees her as mannish is embodied by the character
‘Fu’ada’. “Since childhood, | have been able to smell the male scent. In their eyes is a look of
lust, in the houses, in the streets and in the shops.”(El-Saadawi, 2004,p.85)

The reduced revolutionary values in the novel for the Egyptian revolution concept are one
sided and revolve around the woman’s revolution against all spectrums of reality which
overlaps in its conflict with the concept of a revolution against men. It advances individually
then develops and correlates with collective suffering which leads to the effective creation of a
revolution that confirmed the defeat of oppression and tyranny and upset the regime’s
sovereignty. “It shook the legs of the throne as he sat back relaxed.

His hair was no longer black, it became grey and a beard spouted on his face.”(Ibid, p. 279)

El Saadawi observes realistic scenes coherent to the reality of the Egyptian revolution and
accurate details in Tahrir square. She portrays different classes of Egyptian society: those under
tents, those in the streets and alleys packed with thousands of revolutionists, the mercenaries
and the martyrs.
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They are true mirrors reflecting the true image of society, values, corruption, internal
discrepancies, the reality of sexual harassment, the reality of those killed and of the mercenaries
that shed the blood of Jalaal As’ad and the reality of the thugs that violated the body parts of the
martyrs, all this during the revolution itself. It seems that Nawal ElI Saadawi’s stance is
supportive of the revolution against Mubarak, against political Islam and against the Military
council which she does not directly reject in the novel but talks about it lucidly (lbid, p.46).
“Four men headed towards her stripping her of her clothes, their hands reaching between her
breasts and legs...the nurse sold the corpse to medical students in parts...the victim died as a
result of torture from the police officers inside the red camp” ( Ibid, p.11-13).

The Libyan Scene
“The Chivalry of Slain Dreams” — Ibrahim al-Koni

Al-Koni presents the Libyan revolution in his usual way of writing in his
book. The narrator begins recounting and allocating the events without us coming
across any other voice except his. This is what weakens the novel’s structure,
eliminates the presence of other characters and causes the novel to be more like a
biography than a novel. The novel does not only expose Gaddafi’s errors and
crimes but it also presents contestation, criticism and an imaginary revolution
within the real revolution. We can admit that al-Koni creates a valuable innovative
world with regards to the beauty of the language and creates a comprehensive
human experience that discusses the philosophy of love, war, peace, revolution,
knowledge, ignorance and the ordeal of intellectuals and the ordeal of al-Koni
himself. This is debated within the period of Libyan ignorance which permeated
Libya at the hands of Gaddafi, unemployment, corruption in education, the state
of ignorance and carelessness.

This was bequeathed to the people from Gaddafi’s regime through the teachings
of The Green Book and the enchanting Universal Theory, which is the ultimate
outcome of tyranny and racism. It also divides society, spreads hostility between
individuals and eradicates history, identity and the homeland. “History was also
stoned by the Green Icon with rocks or rather, with thousands of rocks. It seems
this was the secret to the Icon’s hostility towards anything that got in touch with
paper.” (al Koni, 2012, p.22).

Amidst these discrepancies and tumours, which occupied people’s minds
for forty years of idleness, a moment of reality’s real and imaginary explosions
take place together leading to commotion and the emergence of ‘pests’ or even
‘rats’ — as described by Gaddafi — from their burrows and walls to openly carry
arms and fight to obtain freedom. The Security building, the tallest building in
Tripoli, is where the events and battles take place as well as the raping of women
and killing of innocent people. “Yesterday, | was a book worm, today I am a
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woodlouse. Yesterday, | was dead in the heart, today hope awakened in me so |
found myself burrowing through the walls.”( Ibid, 2012,p.) ¥).

Thematically, al-Koni uses terms from the revolution’s reality for the
human and religious imaginary revolution in the novel (rats/pests, mercenaries,
riffraff, the security building, air embargo, the battle of EI Alamein and the history
of Libya’s tribes). It has been previously mentioned that the novel is based on a
singular voice, which is the voice of the narrator despite the multiplicity of
characters. However, this individual voice expresses the collective and concurrent
distress the Libyans suffered from during four decades of foreign colonization and
during internal colonization by Gaddafi and it is so according to the security
building which was a historical witness to these difficult years. “[They were]
foundations which go back to the times of the Italian dominion and were inherited
by the English and now, fate gives them labels of the modern time marked by men
of the country with the nozzles of their rifles. ( 1bid, 2012,p.60).

It is clear that al-Koni delivers the fictional language with prestige, philosophy,
thought and culture so that it compiles into a work of art and innovative thought.
This is what allows the idea of the real revolution to escape the Libyan frame in
order to gain abstract human aspects for the concepts of the homeland, freedom
and the conflict between war and peace. However, al-Koni uses up a lot of the
narrative techniques to describe the one scene of Sidra’s rape in the security
building which takes place at the hands of Gaddafi’s sniper in front of the narrator
‘Ghafir’ who squats in a corner like in a rat’s burrow for three days without food
or drink. Thus, Ghafir is a witness to the heinous event. The novel uses up a great
deal of narrative space and time span for this scene in which time and events
completely stop. After this scene, the novel returns to the events starting over
again until the revolutionary reaction stage takes place through resistance and
direct confrontation led by Libya’s ‘chivalry of dreams’, not rats, in order to
obtain freedom and peace in every street and every house. “They ransacked every
corner, they searched the building with care. ‘Don’t forget the command: every
house, every yard’” ( Ibid, 2012, pY'A).

The novel engages with the history of Libyan tribes, identity, land, names,
the cities’ landmarks, heritage, religion and verses from the Holy Qur’an. These
are referred to in order to prosecute Gaddafi and question him about these
historical concepts for him to prove the people’s right to this land, the depths of
their roots in it and their origins and not their eradication through his theories
surrounding the nation’s replacement.

“The Libyan people are not worthy of al-Fatih revolution, nor its republican
system nor The Green Book. This land is only suitable for another civilized nation
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like the Swiss.”( Belkziz, 2012,p.88). “We reach the peak of idiocy when we ask to
replace the nation and this is a historical precedent that signifies the illegitimacy
of the homeland for its inhabitants.”(Al- koni,2012,p.960).

Al-Koni talks about analysing the Libyan revolutionary state like many
other novelists by depending on the description of the ousted regime’s dictatorial
phenomenon, its tumours and its serious corruption and this is merely with the
downfall of the regime. This signifies the start of the people’s victory even if they
had to pay a costly price with martyrs, wounded and severed civilians. However,
the present question is whether it is enough to topple the oppressive political
regimes to achieve a revolution and whether Libya and other states succeeded in
overcoming the reflexive obstacles, which resulted from this sudden change. Or,
were these natural obstacles that can only be dispelled by time and work in order
to reorganise society and prepare it anew for a more democratic stage than its
precedent irrespective of the internal civil conflict that these states arrived at as
well as the gangs and hidden interests of the former regime that caused conflict?

It seems as though the novelists overlooked this more dangerous aspect in their
novels towards the more important stage that takes the revolution past the point of
no return.

It is possible to say that the only regime the Libyans knew during Gaddafi’s epoch
was that of anarchy, political chaos and ignorance because of the legitimacy of
The Green Book and the non-existence of democracy and politics. The sudden
downfall of this regime signifies a state of political voidness and more severe
chaos due to the incomprehension of the radical revolution due to the lack of the
people’s readiness for it and their complete ignorance in politics and people
power.

Conclusion

The Arab Spring Revolutions had a great impact both on the political and literary
spheres in the Arab countries. As mentioned in this study, these revolutions
varied from one country to another and as a result the effects were different. The
literary works that were written at that time in the Arab world were descriptive
rather than a remedy to the situation. The novels analyzed in the study describe
the situation in each country and we notice that even the literary value of these
works is not as strong as the works after because the political upheavals affected
the literary essence of the works.
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