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127 ¢ An Analytical Reading Of Aba at-Tayyib Al-Mutanabbi's Poem "Stop Blaming
Me!" Dr. Muhammad Moustafa Muhammad Abd-ur-Rahman Al-Azhar
University.
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The actantial Structure and the Semiotics of Jihadists' Violence ISIS and the management of Savagery
Dr. Abdul Lateef Marzooq Al-Solami An Assistant professor of Political Linguistics,

University of Jeddah, Jeddah, KSA

Abstract

In fact, the notion of verbal violence has several meanings; therefore, investigating and defining it put us in front

of many facts and different separate practices with no relations but labelling (violence label).

As its notion is studied in many disciplines (Psychology, Anthropology, History, Politics, Law...etc.), we can find it
in the different linguistics forms, styles and discourses that described as explicitly or implicitly violent. They are
discourses of evil, misery and abuse. Regardless the mutual views and generalizing the notion of violence in the
other disciplines, the verbal violence studied from the linguistic and semiotic angels has many different discursive

practices. The current research paper tires to investigate them.

Key word : the actantial Structure — semiotic — Violence — ISIS — discourse.
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The Artistic Creative Imagery in ibn ArRoomy’s Poetry

Summary of the research :

This study includes the artistic creative imagery in ibn ArRoomy’s poetry through searching the
imagination and poetic imagery , and the components of his poetc ianguage , for ibn ArRoomy was
a great poet whose purposes were various with

Vast poetry , and unique poetic voice of his age , and whose first obsession was the artistic excellence
which was the best answer to his social rank that contradict his poetic position . through the analysis
of some of his poetic types , this research seeks to stand on the places of original and creative and
poetic imagery ad the use of the senses of the poetic structure and the spontaneous easy and expressive
language far from craft and intricacy . this study tries also to focus on the psychological dimensions
of the poetic experience being one of the basic components of his poetry .

Then the study quickly offered the poetic subjects of the poet and the places of creativity and
innovation and the poet’s imagination and concluded that ibn ArRoomy was a unique magnificent
artist who depicted meticulously his artistic life experience through his poetry ,as this poetry raises
many of artistic causes through a net of relations that organise the interior structure of his poem , so
that his poetry has become a vast fertile of novelty and innovation reflecting an imagination that
dream and vision of life and existence .
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An Analytical Reading Of Abu at-Tayyib Al-Mutanabbi's Poem "Stop
Blaming Me!"

Dr. Muhammad Moustafa Muhammad Abd-ur-Rahman Al-Azhar University

ABSTRACT

Abu at-Tayyib Ahmad Ibn al-Husain al-Mutanabi was born in AD 915 at the end of the Abbasid era.
He is considered as one of the greatest poets in the Arabic language. Much of his poetry revolves
around praising the kings he visited during his lifetime.

This study attempts to approach Al-Mutanabbi's poetic language and, most importantly, its
syntactical and rhetorical structures, in his famous poem "Stop Blaming Me!" It concludes that the
text considers semantically a poetical structure which relies on four stanzas. Both the first and the
third stanzas represent a reason for forming the second and the fourth stanzas successively. A
circular structure is perceived in which the reader vividly realizes a narrative biography formed
through a narrative style Al-Mutanabbi adopts to impart and convey his suffering in Egypt. This
structure goes through his demand to go away and depart and ends in his inability to achieve and
realize it. Accordingly, Al-Mutanabb invests various styles in both structures which are tackled in
the analytical reading of the poem.

Qa-‘k.\l‘
Boiad 3 22y gl LeuSTy39 &pa il (il A8 (o SABY g9 4] susas ol s puds o 2ahyll sdia oo
alolie Zanyl e psiyLya s 3l datay 4il¥s § (aill T 509 s90as 1] 4 day 2ualls a2 Jmg LeSasla" 4l
ol pabin Gils 2l mali o (8o LS J1s2I "ml, My LI cnalaall JSCad) L "ttty Jo¥1" o lakoall dud Jiay
Aol 561,80l ke LS 3 L Luaye odlaad Bue coelidl 3 labbgag Lagans § szall oJf wie qaig
A critic's stylistic approach to a poetic text is accrued due to his/her understanding of the language.
However, we are trying here to go through different gates in order to highlight on the different

stylistic characteristics that distinguish this poem. Hence, the following approaches to analyze the
text are most likely:

(1) The Historical Context of the Poem

Historical context can be the kernel of a narrative or dramatic scene. Al-Mutanabbi stated this text
in which "he alludes to leave Egypt after being afflicted with a fever"(Al-Barquqi, 1986: 272). So,
here, we're tackling two historical situations for writing the poem:
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A- Willingness to travel away from Egypt and from Kafur Al-lIkhshidid.
B- lliness (fever) which afflicted him on his way while travelling.

These two situations produce a dramatic air in the form of dialogues, descriptions and an addressed
speech. Undoubtedly, the narrative technique helps form a great deal of integral elements of the
unity or the organic whole, and increases the cohesion of verse lines and their interconnectedness.
It is also one of the most common techniques in Arabic verse past and present—that is, traditional
and modern. Despite the involvement of the two incidents (accompany each other as two
occurrences) in writing the poem, the designation or the distinguishing title "fever" is often used by
the critics and goes beyond to be used by the public readers. This is may be due to the fact that the
description of "fever" is a new theme in the Arabic verse, but "departure" is one of the most
frequent and more commonly in it.

(2) Cadence —the second approach

The poem makes use of al-Widfir (3,5\33'\ the exuberant) beat or meter. It is represented in the
following units or feet MJé (lelia flelis (two repeated or identical units "feet" and a different
metrical foot). This meter (332, plural 3a3) is one of "the most active and common, of fine music
which relieves the ear and appeases the soul while listening or composing" (Anis, 1972: 87, my
translation). It is also one of the "most moderate meters, marked by intensity or intensiveness when
it is intensified, and is moderate when it is moderated. It is frequently used in expressing pride and
is produced profusely in elegies" (Badawi, 1996: 344, my translation). It also conforms to and reflects
Al-Mutanabbi's psychological mood. The reader feels "the excitement which provokes his entity,
and stirs his emotions and senses; thus resulting in the occurrence of 'mental pleasure'(lbid, 279).
The meter goes with rhymes which are "repeated sounds throughout at the end of both halves or
hemistiches and lines of verse of the poem. The repetition of such rhymes is an important part of
music, as they (rhymes) are like musical interludes which the reader expects to be repeated often
and be regularly enjoyed by them" (Anis, 1972: 273, my translation).

Al-Mutanabbl's poem is based on the Arabic rhyme character "meem—a" [= m] (termed as the
rhyming element or al-rawiy s, the final consonant rhyme in the line). The character "a" is used
profusely as a rhyme letter in Arabic verse" (lbid, 275, my translation). Al-Mutanabb1's poem is
devoid of the rhyming element's being a pronoun. This is much improved in the character "a". The
diacritical mark of this character comes "absolute" and this is most common in Arabic verse" (lbid,
288). The rhyme character is preceded by a prolonged vowel [a= i]. As a type of rhyme, here, it is
called verse-end consonance and assonance in which the rawiy is pronounced with a final
vowel ¢"—". This gives the reader a breath that lasts with the lengthening of diacritical marks of
both al-alif and al-meem. Al-Mutanabbrt's rhyme scheme is devoid of imperfection, attribution and

repetition and as such.

(Y The basic unit of verse meter consisting of any of various fixed combinations or groups of stressed and unstressed or
long and short syllables. Every verse in Arabic poetry consist of a certain number of feet, and a certain collocation of feet
constitutes a metre (332, plural 3$éi). The metres are ordinarily reckoned to be sixteen in number. Examples about these

metres occur in Wright's Arabic Reading Book .
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(3) The Protasis

Early Arab poets were not known to entitle contentedly their poems according to the introductory
part. This is a third approach to the text. Skillfulness in choosing the protasis is one of the
characteristics of rhetoric that concerned the critics mostly beforetime. Critics knew "the effect of
the first impression on the soul, and that it stimulates the listener to pay much attention if it is good
and captivating, and that it diverts away if it is weak and spiritless" (Badawi, 1996: 297, my
translation). Unequivocally, this view conjures up the psychological effect of the protasis and
focuses on the aesthetic dimension. These two matters are of utmost importance in studying style
and stylistics. Al-Mutanabbi begins his poem saying:

PR { s P D WY ¥ W 1Y Al e Jp LaRigloa

It roughly means:
The person you're blaming is the noblest to be blameworthy

And his deeds are superior to be hurt by speech and blame.

This Protasis is similar to others in Arabic poetry. Al-Mutanabb1 begins his poem by conjuring up his
two intimate comrades or companions. Like Imru'l Qays who did the same before in his famous
Muc‘allaga (a suspended poem on the walls of al-Ka‘ba) "Stop, Friends! Let's halt and weep at the
thought of my love." This conjuration or personification forms a dramatic, narrative technique and
it proceeds in the poem through the narrative description of Al-Mutanabbi's mood "the blamable
person." Mostly, in his poems, Al-Mutanabbi uses the internal or leonine rhyme in the Protasis as
he knows "it is the first to fall on the ears and make them be prepared to the rhyme" (lbid, 1996:307,
my translation). It is noticed that Al-Mutanabbi repeats frequently both the Arab characters 'meem
and /dm' [m, I= J «» ]. The character 'meem' is repeated six times, but 'ldm' is repeated five times
without adding the definite article <iu i &Y 'al-' [the=J1]. The two characters compound and make
verbs denoting "blame and ennui' [=a¥ « J4]. It is quite obvious, from the beginning, that the poet
wants to elucidate to his two companions that he gets bored with life in Egypt, so it is enough to
blame and reprimand him. This may be connected with the internal music which Al-Mutanabbr's
Protases (introductory parts of narrative poems) notably transcend, since Al-Mutanabbr repeats
characters that have specific pitch sounds, and then brings them into consonance or accord,
particularly when such characters have connection with rhyming. This is frequent in the Protases
which involve leonine rhyme (Abdd Badawi, 1992: 203-204, my translation).

Accordingly, it is noticed that Al-Mutanabbi shares in common the other poets in structuring
the poetic text in his poem. He uses technical potentialities which are similar to other poets: the
choice of the protasis, the leonine rhyme and the conjuration of his two companions to talk to them,
the verse-end consonance or assonance, and using al-Wadfir beat that identifies with the
psychological mood of the poet—a fluctuating mood between eulogy and elegy. Thus, in his speech
to his two companions, Al-Mutanabbr1 excludes blame from himself. The stylistic digression is that
"[he] broke directly into his experience, making the intimate relationship that was generated from
the formula of dialogue as a compensatory approach, and tending to use the same as love elements
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and weeping over ruins in the Protasis"(Ahmad, 1988: 37, my translation). Al-Mutanabbr also
"expedites in the Protasis as he mentions the trip and his pride and never refers to worries,
difficulties and humiliation, which overtake him in this regard" (Abd Badawi, 1992: part 1,191, my
translation).

(4) Technical and Abstract Domains

According to semantics, the text can be divided into four dimensions in which the linguistic,
technical and syntactical aspects can be notably subsumed. These four dimensions overlap to form
the poetic text. They are based on two matters representing the main reference in analyzing these
dimensions. The two matters are: "self-pride in travelling," and "complaining about illness and
devolved status." Hence, we can divide these dimensions as follow:

1- Introduction of the poem: "The Trip and the Ego of Pride." It includes seven lines of verse:

degl) (b At ad a B35 Al e Jp Lakigloa
Al Sy s (253 Gt Sy B3l
Al—Sall g A ALY Lol by iy il

A ) Al 3% s G ) Al g) Ges

Al (3= gl 53t (5 9 e L T RO

) ) Ma 3) Zlia) 13) (i3 () gl A1

G508 Gy pla il a5 5 J—33) JaY el ¥y lsia

Al-Mutanabbl begins by addressing his two companions—in reality or by using
personification—making clear that he is superior to be blamable for what happened. He accounts
for that his deeds are far more effective than his words. What they saw was a clear evidence for
that. Thus, it is enough for him to walk in the wilderness without a guide. He also leaves the bridle
to his camel as he is accustomed to doing so when the desert is burning and scorching so hot. He
and his riding camel become one. He makes his riding camel's eyes guide him all through the way
when he gets lost. He even transcends that to the voice. Here, we notice that human beings and
animals both have the same senses: vision and voice. Al-Mutanabb1 brings to the mind an old Arab
custom to express how he searches for water in the desert. Earlier Arabs used to count the number
of lightning (the flashing of light produced by lightning) and when it reached seventy flashes or a
hundred they were sure that it was going to rain and sought the rainy clouds where to fall (Al-
Barquqt, 1986: 273, my translation). This was what Al-Mutanabbi did himself as he dispensed with
a guide who could show him the places of water in the desert through using the same old Arab
custom. When he starts out in his journey, Al-Mutanabbt even dispenses with the companionship
of any person. He relies completely on Alldh and puts the whole trust in Him. He also guarantees
confidently his sword. It is quite clear that Al-Mutanabbt makes this introductory note to describe
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the trip he is intending to make away from Egypt, alluding to the people of Egypt. In another poem,
Al-Mutanabbr says:

1958 83 238 oo Gl 13| Ab G slaljld ag8 W& Y G
It roughly means:

If you are about to leave a folk, and they are able to prevent you from doing so (through showing
hospitality), actually they are the losers (It is they who choose to leave them if they don't do so).

This description, allusion or indirect hinting is just an emphasis of his pride. He picturesquely
"introduces himself in the image of uncouth and harsh bedouin who doesn't like life in palaces and
is careless about beautiful women and wine" (Abdi Badawi, 1992: part 1, 206, my translation).

In this stanza, we observe different stylistic phenomena. Al-Mutanabb1 invests desert expressions
and different lexemes about the trip. Not only does he mean to describe the trip but he also
expresses himself. This is quite obvious through using the coordinating conjunction, the connective
naibal) Goar " s"wéw [=and] between couple of words: (3l i1J3), (saedls s4259) and this style in
Arabic indicates a semantic accompaniment or concomitance. However, he uses the
"demonstrative" style afterwards to refer to them— using in the form of declension (either by
prefixing or appending) the demonstrative pronouns "y 4" (this, that) to mean "¢l 33N,
The most important early Arab grammarian and phonetician lbn Jinn1 (ca. 320 AH /932 AD - 392 AH
/ 1002 AD) noticed that Al-Mutanabbi used the demonstrative style more often than not. The
demonstrative pronoun "' indicates adherence to mannerism and an exaggerated opinion of
oneself (superiority complex). It is used in daily speech when we do not like to name a person and
when we refer to a human being (Abdt Badawt, 1992: part 1, 196, my translation). This irony which
denotes closeness, nearness and adherence to custom on the one hand and superiority and
carelessness on the other reveals to us Al-Mutanabbr's psychological mood while in Egypt. He is
supported by his use of the negative technique "8 culy Jad JaY owal ¥y ol S (Jads &' This
negation implies disapproval and rejection which filled his heart towards his stay in Egypt, and his
resort to innuendo (oblique allusion) to refer to Kaftr and his courtiers. Thus, what becomes obvious
is his frequent use of statements affixed by or appended by al&iall £ (the suffixal pronoun) that one
cannot skip these lines of verse in the stanza until he finds this pronoun and others that refer to the
Ego of Al-Mutanabi:wal . duw () «finga g A0 Ea al gy Gt gz siad (g (I3 Adlad (LaSagla
This diversity in pronouns: "implicit and explicit," the use of "first person pronoun and the
addressee" and the diversity between verbs and nouns in their affixation to that pronouns imply
obviously what happened to Al-Mutanabbi in Egypt. This diversity also implies to relieve and
alleviate the suffering of this soul (Al-Mutanab's) and lays bare his disordered psychological mood.
This is promoted by using the antithesis which transcends the rhetorical term restricted to the
meaning and the opposite to emphasize two different abstract moods. Al-Mutanabbi is tired in his
residence and his enjoyment of luxury, but he is relieved in travelling. Thus, we perceive an obvious
digression in meaning which is prescribed by the life of a normal man who seeks relief in residence
or in a dwelling place and is tired in going away in travel and moving from one place to another! The
real motivator to Al-Mutanabb1's psychological status was not a normal life familiarized by human
beings in as much as a soul seeking other ambitions and is trying to fulfill. Here, Al-Mutanabbi
presents a negative representation to all that is considered to be a quest for relief and recreation.
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2- The second stanza is entitled "Social Relationships." Al-Mutanabbri initiates this stanza as a
semantic outcome to the preceding one. It is wisdom that can be formulated after these
experiences. He says:

pluly alui) I Eu3a G il 35 Jla Lalle
AL oy A el aibaaal a8 & yuay
pladl o Cplalall CAG Al e G lilal) Cunl
IS G ol ol L 13 A3 o (A 0a il
allll (af oy g e T Lgalad 3aaY)
b 32 ) s 3o ol b 08 (o iy
Coaal 3 Db plii Sy ) ) Gl A5 0
ALl 8 el L4 o5 2 5l

These lines of verse come as a wise attitude or a conventional wisdom that results from an iconic
experience familiarized in Al-Mutanabbi's poetry. He usually intersperses his poems with lines of
wisdom which rely on the 'unity of the verse line' that depends completely on itself and makes a
complete sense. However, we notice here that the indications of meaning used by Al-Mutanabbi
seek to affirm one syntactic meaning which is the outcome for the preceding stage. All the versicles
portray social relationships—the friendlier relationship among people that is based on deceit, the
selective relationship is based on mistrust; love relationship is also based on outer appearances and
even the relationship among brothers must be based on a superior principle or it is just descent in
a line from a common progenitor. In other words, Al-Mutanabbi sees that tempers or casts of mind
win over good origin. Thus, we find that these lines revolve around and focus on one semantic
meaning which is "Social Relationships." So, here Al-Mutanabbi's wisdom is clear-cut or sharply
outlined because it results from complete awareness of relationships he experienced in his lifetime
until it all ended in Egypt. It is narrated about Al-Mutanabbi that he said: "When | was allowed to be
in the presence of Kaflr and reciting my poetry, he (Kafir) used to smile at me and express
amusement until | recited those lines of verse (Al-Mutanabbi means his saying: & (i)l 33 jua Lalé and
the following lines of verse) Kaflir, then, never smiled at me afterwards till we departed" (Al-Barquq,
1986: 274, my translation)

Hence, linguistic fields here reveal easy selections to convey the idea Al-Mutanabbi wants to disclose
and impart. Generally, words in this stanza are simple, easy and present in Al-Mutanabb1's mind.
Even, ambiguous words are revealed in the syntactical relevance among them. Wisdom poetry may
be the main reason for Al-Mutanabbi's recourse to such words; in addition to the structure that
adopts a connective or an associative attitude through using "Conditional Styles." Here, we find that
Al-Mutanabbrt not only focuses on conditional styles and diversifies among them but he also changes
the order of the sentence. Sometimes we find that—as in the first line of verse— he uses "W" as an
adverb of time implying conditional meaning. We find the sentence structure goes in a way that
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does not fracture the particular rules of grammar in the Arabic language. Thus, we notice "the
subjunctive or conjunctive article+ conditional verb (conditional clause—dependent clause) +
apodosis (main clause)"= "< ... Jua Wiy, However, we find that he diverts away from that type in
his saying:

A3 A (AT 0a il LS ya banl o La )

| would detest and feel intense dislike for my brother (born to my father and my mother) if | found
him lacking honor and generosity. (My translation)

Here, Al-Mutanabbi changes the order of the conditional style. This change undoubtedly breaks the
tedious sameness (monotony) of the style. This is quite obvious in his saying:

b 08 ra il iy plab 33 ) s 3ol oy
My grandfather's virtuousness will not avail me if | am not myself virtuous.
(My translation)

Conditional styles in Al-Mutanabbi's poem "almost have two major functions: one is expostulatory
(remonstrative) in which the succession of explicit and implicit analogies through evidence are
based on connotation in order to move us by persuasion. The other is investigatory in which this
succession makes full use of interpolating the conditions and balancing the sections so that you
suppose that balance extends over the levels of poetic structures vertically, tending to have
consistency between rhythm, structure and meaning" (Ahmad, 1988: 45, my translation).

One of the styles that is also used in this stanza and featured in the preceding one is
"Negation style." Negation articles and verbs are repeated four times in this stanza: "¥ gl al",
Negation style is one of the rhetorical devices which reveal the mood of disapproval the poet is
undergoing. Al-Mutanabbr also uses frequently past and present verbs preceded by the apocopate
article "a" so we notice verbs "l al cqae coaal al «iya (g3 La". Verbs express the present mood
and denote the current state or presentness are also used frequently, e.g. «s el «&las (il (laay clL&i"
"3% «day s, This variety in using verbs reveal a state of psychological contrast the poet is
experiencing. The poet is not associated or adherent to the past or living in its whirl. Nor is he
treating what happened to him in the present. This stanza—like the preceding one—is lacking the
striking presence of figurative images, as we find Al-Mutanabbr in this stanza saying:

35 84 o e pHYI ) 335 5435
It is translated roughly into English as follow:

| wonder about that person who has the strength (firmness) of youth and sharpness of a sword and
has an irresolute character (inactive and cannot act or proceed).

(My translation)

It is based on comparing a man to a sharp sword though is not effective. Similarly, he meant himself
in his willful decision to leave Egypt; otherwise we do not find any artistic figure of speech.

3- In this stanza "Description of Fever," Al-Mutanabbi relies on the narrative style based on the tale
or story. Al-Mutanabbr says:

103 M Juaa ol Gl GAS Ll (o all ¥
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i IS5 GEA Al s JS B oslal Jay
PEE T PRPRT E e o Gria gaula 5K
ALY Aties acal) Jule Al e e Sl Buad

PLA L B8 5053 Sl A9 5955 Guld

LAl s Ca jUaall Lgd éully allis b il Lgublad

48 5 (ool 08 M) (g pliad) ) gily A b

il b a1y A e glisle Uil

A% ik mual) G plaw a3 Lgralna

G5 (a gy GBI plginal) (3 gutial) 438 14
S ually e s (shai pldinll R0 (B L 1)

el (8 gaie Al G pla 3l Ga ) iy Cih

4 mhallaiah cala plged) ¥ 3 i salall i

Perhaps the stop at the semantic field of this stanza does not offer much, as it is—the semantic
field—more famous to be described here or to be explained semantically. There is no doubt that
this stanza substitutes the whole poem in carrying the fame and its repetition on the tongues of the
readers. However, we tend to be free from elaboration and superfluous details on this point just to
delve into the structure of this stanza and analyze its techniques. The first thing to be noticed here
is the integrity or "the organic unity" of this stanza through the narrative technique on which it is
based. This helps to be aesthetically coherent and widely spread on people's tongues. It is based on
the "narrative technique" which is devoid of dialogue that inclines to description and analysis from
the beginning. This narrative story used the past tense in which Al-Mutanabbi begins with the verb
"eddit [=] stayed]. This helps the poem to veer to narrative technique. Staying in Egypt brought
about and resulted in different events: "inability to leave and go on a trip, feeling of weariness and
ennui from both parts of Al-Mutanabbt and the bed, the small number of returnees, the plenty of
envious people, ill health and heartrending. These events which happened to Al-Mutanabbtin Egypt
are presented in four lines of verse and with different techniques.

Every now and then, Al-Mutanabbi uses "negation" style in his saying:(<kl Y3 s 3) using the
antithesis of two directions, then moves on to "personification" (attributing personal qualities to a
thing or an abstraction), as he attributes abstract personal qualities to the 'bed'—ennui and
weariness. However, the marked or noticeable deviation here is the change of the subject "Jil_&l"
with the verb"i" to an object with the verb"Ja" . This is a prominent and conspicuous stylistic
remark because the characteristic Al-Mutanabbr attributes to the 'bed' is short and temporary in a
past tense expressive of elapsed time. The other case comes with the verb in the present denoting
action or state in progress in a preceding and immediate tense. It is as if this case is the source or
basis and the other is accidental in a specific time. Here appears a rhetorical technique or device
which is the fine use of epanodos in the third and fourth lines of verse. According to Semantics, we
have two aspects to refer to in this line of verse. The first is that it is based on the technique of
omitting iwall jedll(=the attributive pronoun "ui") which means the removal of all that is
superfluous or elaborative (concise use) and can be understood implicitly as in: Ul cafde Ul (Julé Gin
" xS since it is obvious and determined in the recipient's mind. The second is that the verse line is
based on the technique of anastrophe or hyperbaton (the inversion of syntactical order) "the
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reversal or inversion of the predicate over the subject of a nominal sentence as in the inversion of
the rational order, that is the antecedence of the words "cwa « S asb (JuBB" over «gdula (g3l sh ¢ sl
"4, Thus, he seeks to attract the attention to the state or condition he is experiencing. We also
notice the rhetorical device of antithesis in the words that occur as antecedent predicate " fs+J:8",
then "waatalu' are not obvious antithesis but bears the meaning that connotes or reveals that Al-
Mutanabbi though sick he is, he is strong-willed and unmanageable. In the fourth line, we also come
across with the technique of omitting the subject 43 Liwal) ida explicitly and can be understood from
the implied speech (implicitly) as in "u& Ul cadies Ui (Jude UM, 1t is all based on the knowledge of the
listener and on the obvious presence in his/her mind.

These four lines come as an outcome of what fever did to Al-Mutanabi. The condition which he
describes is the result of the effect of fever on him; otherwise he should not have stayed after
getting bored with life in Egypt without giving reasons. Then, the description of fever through the
technique or rhetorical device of personification which Al-Mutanabbi uses obviously in this text, as
he personifies fever as a woman who visits him at night. He attributes many human characteristics
to this woman: bashfulness, spending the night, shedding tears, weeping, washing, truthfulness,
conversation. These characteristics —either abstract or concrete— are used by Al-Mutanabbr in a
narrative style about fever. Thus, he depicts or portrays it (evokes mental images) to the recipient
and gives it a vivid human dimension. When we notice the syntactic and linguistic techniques in
these lines of verse related to fever, we find that Al-Mutanabi, at the beginning, uses the omission
technique "4J5". He means ") «us" and this indefiniteness is used for valuing or considering
highly even if it is suffixed to al$iall b to mark as definite. The omission of the preposition "<." is
common in Arabic poetry like that of Imru'l Qays: (....»3 g3 J8s) and many. In this stanza, verbs
that denote motion, alteration, and modification of conditions are used much, either in the present
or in the past form: i ¢ gaa «oB) i ¢ a8 3k (USIe (Ailud ¢ B (pu gl ¢ Gaday (il dle (g5
"Gw ol o «abag, Thus, we find that every line of verse in this stanza is not devoid of a verb or two
verbs. We also notice the presence of articles of comparison. Consider the repetition of the
article"ols"[=as if] three times (thrice):"zuall S sl EPHIE % & . This may be due to the use
of personification in this stanza which helps the presence or distinguished bearing of such articles.
Of the stylistic phenomena which we observe in this stanza are that can be described as "Structure
Units." We find that each line of verse is based—roughly— on specific units, and then these units
are repeated evidently within each line. This repetition either as it is or through changing the
attributive position. The reader notices"dartAla", " g+ SR, "ABI et iT, " Gaall Gaan
, "edbaisadit e aetaa 2" | These units may be of the kind of antithesis as in Al-Mutanabb's
saying "l Ag", "dié+ 8" The repetition of these units gives an apparent harmony or
consistency in the syntactical form of the line and the reader does not sense but the fine quality of
versification. Some syntactical techniques also appear in this stanza like the conditional style (we
analyzed types of it before) in his saying:

il 88 L 1)) A o claste Uis
It roughly means:

If she (fever) leaves me, she bathes my whole body with perspiration as if we were bent on illicit
relationship (illicit because she 'fever' is similar to a strange visitor and not like his wife or a
concubine).

(My translation. Here, her refers metaphorically to fever as "she")
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Some rhetorical or metaphorical techniques also appear like Interrogation in:
cly I8 gais Al Ci ol 3 e el iy il

Oh time daughter (here, the meaning is given metaphorically, and in Arabic culture means: 'fever'
and the plural form 'time daughters'[=4 <lii] means: adversities). Al-Mutanabbi wonders that he
has every kind of grave adversities and this does not stop the 'fever' from reaching him. So, he asks
'fever': how could you reach me through this crowdedness (surrounding adversities)? This is a

rhetorical question denoting exclamation. It is similar to that of Abd Nuwas (756-814), the greatest
classical Arabic poet, when he says:

) sl adlgh el a3l Ga 4y alal 38

| came to her heart complaining, but | couldn't reach it because of crowdedness.

4- The portrait of "the knight / the full-blown horse." This stanza comes as an outcome of the
preceding lines of verse in describing the fever. Al-Mutanabbr says:

sl 55 i a1y ¥l pla 8l Qe (b iyl
sl 0 sl sk o) JAS 2gal) 33las aladiy
v Sl Gl L 5L gl jw alud
Lgie ualdd 4B cdlag Al sl cpa yadll (DA
€145 3 Gl &d\dg Al Sy 33} &3y
U Gl&] Gaghal) (3 pladall 3 L) i & A5lag
PR P TPy alandl () sha daniny Sl
L) B 5 of 338 ol b ol (ja (3N
SR A Y Al Alalll Y3 gladl b A
(¢ ) G ja L el (b )01 A Lab aaal )3
osly Al L ald ) plaal) (e Cialia plaal) )
2B o S (a B ala ) &l s 8 JAG ¥
(ia pllal) i (b pliall s AL fna (s gau

This stanza serves as a complementary to the first one of the poem. This becomes obvious through
the portrait Al-Mutanabbt draws to himself in the first stanza. This stanza serves to fill out or
complete it and adds to its clarification. Talking about the trip is incomplete until we mention the
horse as a means of fulfilling the trip. However, Al-Mutanabbrt here takes the horse as an objective
correlative to himself. If we skip over the first five lines—we will refer to them again later—we find
that "the portrait of the horse, a highbred among horses" is most common and pictorially spread in
Al-Mutanabbi's prolific output. Horses have their originality in Arabic heritage. For example, we
noticed how Imru’'l Qays represented pictorially the horse in his poetry. This originality has its
indicative signs of highbred or superior stock, purity of blood and distinction of type. Thus, this
portrait with its legacy shades was more agreeably suggestive of the right-class poet and with its
subtle stylistic varieties was also a scope for additional connotations dictated by the coloration of
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performance and difference of method (Ahmad, 1988: 34, my translation). This is what can be
noticed of the portrait of the horse in Al-Mutanabbi's poetry in general.

In this metaphorical image, the poet-horseman interchanges with the knight. The portrait of the
poet-horseman remains out of sight, but it is not hidden completely, when it is overlapped with the
portrait of the knight without the latter negates or excludes the earlier. The suffering of the artist in
the field of words is in itself a conflict that is not less in the ferocity than the struggle of the warrior
in the battleground. Both in their pictorial representation are horsemen still" (lbid, 35, my
translation). In spite of that, we are before a broken and badly harmed horse; and we may grope for
an explanation for that in the cruelty and sternness of that period which the poet spent in kafir's
palace and under his patronage. However, it remains clear in both cases that the structure of the
portrait itself has elucidated that brokenness when making it conditionally formulated in the passive
voice in the last line of verse. This horse did not stay willingly by itself, but is fettered by a strong
power he cannot overcome. Neither is he able to free himself from that fetters to graze on the
meadow, nor is he travelling so as to get fodder from his nosebag. One can progress easily from that
structure to the second connotation to perceive that he/she is before a knight—a horseman, there
is no difference—besieged. Neither is that knight/horseman satisfied with what is in his hands to
stay, nor is he free to depart and leave (lbid, pp.35-36, my translation).

Under this pictorial representation of the horseman/the knight/ the poet, we find a variety of
techniques from the beginning. The optative technique (expressing wish or unequivocal desire)
appears and is coupled with feeling in his saying: (s~& <l b ¥). It is as if Al-Mutanabbi gropes in his
feelings and sensations for something lost which cannot be fulfilled but by the touch of his hands to
the reins of the horses. However, here, Al-Mutanabbi even uses the optative particle "<d" [=If | only
knew; | wish; If only], but in the following line of verse he uses the interrogative particle "J&" which
is expressive of wish or hope too. We notice that this technique did not appear except in this stanza
after he felt with a kind of hopelessness, heartbreak and regret due to his stay in Egypt. The
conditional style, as shown in this stanza, causes a type of syntactical structures that are repeated
and bring about such musical balance and harmony in writing poetry. In three successive
hemistiches Al-Mutanabbr uses this style in the same way:

The subjunctive or conjunctive article+ verb in the present tense+ Wé (negation article) + appropriate
conditional verb. Al-Mutanabbi says:

B bt pald

And he says:

Aatledtaaa) +01d
And he also says:

hlHladralub+ o) g

We notice that the apodosis (main clause) is joined with the conjunctive "<" asit is preceded

by the negation article "W" and the following verb is derived from the verb in the conditional
dependent clause except for the third type. This is due to the meaning of survival <&l is concomitant

to the meaning of safety or being safe. Being safe in this life is also hard to maintain and achieve, so
Al-Mutanabbi emends this type and doesn't amend the preceding ones. He says:

plaall ) alaal) (ha Cualia Sl
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Which roughly means that: if he (Al-Mutanabbi) remains alive and survives the fever, he will not
escape death as none is immortal (he escapes a temporary death to a suspended one)

One of the most notable phenomena in this stanza is the use of repetitive style of some
words, either the syntactical units as in c"éa+anai" Mgdpetg@alt MEsagtplag Muadd Huald
"aaletalu"(1 referred to this in the preceding section), or the repetition of a syntactical style which
is formed of a word that is repeated twice as in: (a8 =8 ol ), (alaad) ) alasdl (), and in the
second stanza, which is previously analyzed, we find (el-:-ﬁele abuiyl o) | Of the stylistic phenomena,
we also find his use of the passive voice verbs: ""Juai caaal «dai" ., In the preceding stanza we find the
verb'"4xusi" | in the second stanza we find the verb "&a" and in the first stanza we find the verb "ax"
. This use of the passive verbs and the absence of the real subject affirm Al-Mutanabbi 's wish to
reveal, not to hide what he wants to do, that is, travelling away from Egypt either fearfully, or
willingly to hide his condition until he fulfills what he wants. In the last stanza, we find that Al-
Mutanabbi often uses the negation tools. He uses the negation article "¥" six times and "W" four
times. This repetition of the negation articles in many lines of verse in the poem is a clear
evidence—as | said before—to the state of rejection and disapproval which Al-Mutanabbi lives in
Egypt and wants to slip away to another state.

To sum up, the poem is in fact much more concerned with ‘rahil’ rather than 'rihla’. Both 'rahil' and
'rihla' are Arabic words, and are derived from the root word ‘rahla’ which means, to depart. 'rihla’
means trip, journey, excursion, expedition and in its wider sense means travel. 'Rahil' means to
move, to depart, and often has negative connotations. Whereas 'rihla’ implies a return to the place
of departure, 'rahil’ implies departure with no return to the place from where the journey is
initiated. It also signifies both immigration and exile whether voluntary or by force.
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