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127 e RIBIRTH INTO BLACKNESS IN GWENDOLYN BROOKS' IN THE MECCA / Amany

Abdelkahhar Aldardeer Ahmed, Faculty of Arts, Sohag University.
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Abstract:

The novel "Migration Season to the North" is one of the most prominent novels in respect of the deep and
the presentation for the subject of colonialism in the deep studies depending on novelistic art powers and
discovering the conscious and non conscious effects for western colonialism movement claiming that it is
the humanity teacher and civilization carrier under address has been distorted and restrained historically,
and in the cultural texts have been red by Westerners not the Easternersin order to produce what they are
calling it of knowledge and to formulate the fact by their way that has been framed according to colonialist

view and under speech structure making the east under protection of western knowledge.
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Due to the distinguished speaking features adapted with the natural constitution of the organs of
speech of “Touent” dialect speakers, their talking methods, and ways of speaking, | was motivated
to pay attention to this dialect, chose its vocal level, ruffles more precisely, as a subject of this article
as a contribution in maintaining one of the most important constituents of the existence of the

touenti human.

Dialects have always existed in all ages in the Arabic language, they have been very few in the
earliest centuries, and increased gradually as non-arabs mixed with arabs starting from the ABASI

eraup to modern colonization of the arab countries.

There is only one standard language, but different sub-dialects existing in the arab world, they vary
from one place to another due to factors that have existed in one place without the other, and this

variation increases depending on the degree of closeness or distance from the standard language.

Historical and geographical factors have had the leading role in the formation of “touent” dialect
which is distinguished by some features, especially the phonological ones. Hence, | had to provide,

even if briefly, a historical overview of the region and clarification of its geographical framework.

2017 © rodell Zoudl Jua japol dhhgaso Godall groa




2017 poagi 35 asell - gylyll olell- dyallg ayadl cilwljall Jun dlao

sl adle
IS elaleg ccalgl A ol ol Sy ol el acd Lw,,u_jaj\ 995 an 38, Sl Aalaill Siall | las

(Gl OLudYl 3929 Silazae (oo uddy p3de e Aladlll § s Aealua cJia JIAL e ginge dyuzesll

L ol & Jo¥1 0y 9,all & 1 Ads il uBg  yamall IS § Appall 2311 § 539250 Zualadl Az I
Apall Joll ol Hlenzadlly el cguleall pimall e ey cayall o copall pe JEo5 LIS Liiis

Syls ilaie (ye aglats Ao pall HUL3Y oy Lalzsee Lpalall il STy Butsly 2oy imall 251l
0 geinall oo lagss of AUl day juay cglall 1ia slaj LS «5y51 0o dabais e b Jalgay

Lo Yy cnalilel) (ane Lajlas "calss” A (0555 § (ol 5ol 28l adly il olad oIS
Szl ls (@il L) o los alaall oo Ausenls Azl moids e Lal3d o8 1y (Lo Assiall

agail) Sl Ll glas AASASH L) Slimpans <ol dalaia g liall LS
e, Ao g3

:Ja.«szn u).i.“a aﬂff dakaig. Ll Q‘j}.ﬁ‘.&db&'

ailgs Al SISl aazell ady el 3,807 ol yoedl wla o 91 sna (oo sle ciMig Bke g Lasy| e
5999 delasy « poell Ablal) 2zl adall o mdl K i €6 Lulal (e sylias | 75 31 8L 529 Ayl
el e 48], 8s 4S50l

Be Jo¥ el 1 Jariiael uad e Laog¥l Copally Bylass Jaa Jo¥) iyumilly o "Touant el euly
g5 AelS 48 @ w8 cmac guckin dex s ‘5:1_“ Al Lasyd) b o Ho—adl SLSTI § il 0yall 3
Ol gl LS i LS Al ¥ Al Luaas Q1 "cagls” e Wsaill " touant” & 8 59 ally
! el uding Al udi (28085) Gl

ol 0yall (o patie § Jeaial «3ltl (3 833 JuSo TOMAS SHAW Caaldl Gillay ) &350 Loy
B)a1738 s 5,85u8T 3 @ydd A Doy (arady ol S  TWUNT @l e

1780 +22005 4 1426 11 8,2l 13 :(0lad) g« gmisal oo LieloTy Busyall 231§ Jus-lls oyl (1)
.‘31743 ‘_.SLAY ‘3 «;ﬁ)./.'&ij czl._y.«.b.&.“ Jl v Sy (2)
(3 Algéria Romana, MAC CARTHY. 1857. P27.
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Abstract:

This article studies the rites of passage in the Algerian folk tales as presented by anthropological studies. In
this research, we are going to focus on the rituals of birth, death, wedding, the rituals of the transition from
one stage life to another one. In effect, the rites of transition is the threshold to be exceeded for the individual
who wants to move from social, political, or even religious rank to another higher rank. The function of ritual
is to solve problems, internal or external pressures for an individual or group of people. This is what we are

going to reveal in the tale of "The Singing Bird".

Keywords: Folk tale, a rite of passage, anthropology, birth and death, life stages.
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Summary

Intentionally researcher of this lighting stand on the claims of Western Orientalists such as Johann decoding, and
Carl Brockelmann, De Boer, and Blashir, and disarmament Menzahm to challenge the authenticity of the Arabic
grammar; and that the Arabs moved to the heritage of the other Greeks, Indians, Syriacs and other nations as they
mean that - Almstcherqan- stripping the Arab nation from any role in the creation of science; therefore must study
this aspect thoroughly studied taking with us the views of modern scholars from the Arab sons who have lost their
way and took embrace the views of the Orientalists and defend Tanin and skeptics in the authenticity of the genesis
as they said, moved by foreign cultures in a Towards the Arab more influenced by those cultures Balnho; the likes
of Georgy Zeidan, Ibrahim medicore, and Ibrahim Anis, Abdul Rahman Ayub, Ahmad Amin, and then supply the
views of those who said that as was not affected in the initial inception of foreign cultures such as: Tammam

Hassan, Ali Abu Al Makarem.
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« tout ce qui met un texte en relation, manifeste ou secréte, avec un autre texte » (Gérard Genette, Palimpsestes - La littérature au
second degré, Paris, Seuil , 1982, p.7 )
s8] (e Aams egidie (L3 Las i Hiasd) LIl (o 13l B (oo Sl Sl ol
‘ Selad! :Intertextualité
Zt.é_?Lail 4&iaill La paratextualité
Lol Aiail :La métatextualité
4asMI &asll : hypertextualité
daalzll &gadl larchitextualité
1 Gérard Genette , Seuils, Ed: du seuil, 1987, page 7.
% <<assurer sa présence au monde, sa « réception » et sa consommation, sous la forme, d’un livre>> Ibid (ujaj RES)|
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*La phabrique des sciences sociales 4,5 3 Philippe Lane gyl L A, Gl G¥ Jguzmll 88,53 Grw bo Jazi

Lol Gl dis sl Ul slinall s § pally Lot 1 sl alin¥l I8 ady el paill > alya, Pilippe Lane 4838
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le péritexte désigne les genres discrusifs qui entourent le texte dans I'espace du meme volume : le péritexte éditorial (collections ,
couvertures , matérialité du livre ) , le nom d'auteur, les titres , le piére d'inserer , les dédicaces , les épigraphes , les préfaces , les
intertitres et les notes . ( Philippe Lane, La phabrique des sciences sociales , espaces temps, 1991, p 94)

Seuils, ed seuil, p 20 .S § a8l bogel) jatd cuign Hlaz canyad asl?
Selon Gérard Genette le péritexte éditorial est la «<zone de texte qui se place sous la responsabilité directe et principale de I'éditeur (...).
Cet aspect du paratexte est essentiellement spatial et matériel.»
3 Gérard Genette, seuils, Ed seuil , pi11.

* Philippe Lane, La phabrique des sciences sociales , espaces temps, 1991, p 94 et p 96.

Paratexte auctorial Paratexte éditorial
Péritexte pitexte Péritexte Pitexte
Nom d’auteur pitexte public Couvertures Publicités
Titres/Intertitres Médiations aquettes/Bandeaux

/ Jaq / Catalogues

Dédicaces Interviews Prieres d'insérer T
Presse d'édition

pigraphes Entretiens
Préfaces Colloques

Notes pitexte privé

Correspondance

Confidences
Journaux intimes

Avant-textes
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Résumé;

le fantasme a pris une grande place chez platonouve dans sa narration et pensée ,le fantasme a été |'un des outil de
discours donta utiliser dans son ramon sous titré les fantdmes, en sa création a utilisé la fable, le symbole la railleries
et la critique .sa création viennes sous plusieurs formes qui se paré entre le réel et la fiction fantasme rapportes des
sens sémiotique. malgré son grand amour pour la vie sa création est pleine de malheur qui entour le peuple des
esprits, ce malheur qui a crée le fantasme et grace a lui on trouve le plaisir dans son ramon. dans cette atmosphére

platonouve utilise plusieurs mots étrange imaginaire ou il a pu consacré tous sa pour créer des discours fantaisiste
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pour faire sortir Iimage de quelque peuple russe qui préférent les choses matérielles que I'ame sensible cette dme

qui se trouve toujours auprés des pauvres dans toutes les parties de ramon.

Mot clé ; La fantaisie sarcastique - Douleur et déconstruction des significations - Aliénation du soi et formation du
sens - Faire parler les objets inanimés - La métamorphose - Usage de la mythologie comme un moyen de

dévoilement de la vérité .
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Summary

Brooks's awakening and her rebirth into blackness are represented in her works, /7 the Mecca (1968) and Riot
(1969). These two works encompass new dimensions in Brooks's way of writing and indicate the change in almost
all her poetic aspects. The new black experience which Brooks has acquired after the awakening turned her from
being an assimilationist poetess into an activist and a protester. Brooks's poems after 1967 have undergone
thematic change. Brooks's major interest after the awakening was to urge black characters to be aware of their
black beauty, pride and more importantly their black identity. This change greatly affected her content, tone, form

and style of writing. /n the Mecca and Riot clearly reflect the effect of the new experience on both themes and

forms.
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My aim, in my next future, is to write poems that will somehow successfully "call" all black people: black people
in taverns, black people in alleys, black people in gutters, schools, offices, factories, prisons, the consulate; | wish
to reach black people in pulpits, black people in mines, on farms, on thrones; not always to "teach”—I shall wish
often to entertain, to illumine. My newish voice will not be an imitation of the contemporary young black voice,

which I so admire, but an extending adaptation of today's G.B voice. (Report from Part One 183)

The year 1967 marks a real turning point in Gwendolyn Brooks's literary life, in which she attended the Fisk
University Second Black Writer's Conference. In the conference, she realized how black writers were involved into
black concerns and issues. "She encountered in that conference and, more crucially, in her mentorship of young
poets a new kind of energy and pride in Black identity to which Brooks attributed a change in both her life and her
writing" (Wheeler 228). Therefore, Brooks began to have a different dimension in her poetry and to dedicate all
her coming writings to black people only. This experience marks a rebirth and a new awareness in Brooks's literary
life, where she met some major black writers who have a great black spirit. Hence, Brooks turned her later emphasis

wholly to black people. She declared this in her autobiography when she said:

The real turning point came in 1967, when | went to the Second Black Writers' Conference at Fisk University...there
| found what has stimulated my life these last three years: young people, full of a new spirit. They seemed stronger

and taller, really ready to take on the challenges (Report from Part One 45).

Brooks's new black experience after 1967 matches the social and political changes of her society at that time.
The experience reflects her new awareness and the growing sense of her pride of blackness. Brooks became more
aware of the need for new poetry that could explore black issues. Most of Brooks's new ideas and perspectives are
helped by the Black Arts Movement and the change of the whole American society as a result of the current events
of the late sixties. The American society at large underwentdrastic change in all aspects of life. Many of the society's
views were altered. The early and late years of the sixties were periods of social and political movements and
transformations. The death of the black leader Medger Evers On June 12, 1963, the assassination of President
Kennedy on November 22, 1963 and the rise of the Vietnam War in the same year 1963; resulted in prevailing
chaos and riot along the American society. Moreover, the rise of Civil Rights Act in 1964 has stimulated black
people to revolt and protest against the status quo. “The decade of the 1960s was filled with tragedy and yet for
social transformation, and eventually Gwendolyn's poetry, friends, and her personality began to shift, as she

became more aware of and entwined in politics and social movements” (Sickels 36).
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As a result, Brooks's post-1967 poetry is different in the way she sees things around her. She adopts a new
perspective in handling black issues. She began to view new issues that she was not aware of before and to view
her early themes with a different eye. Brooks asserts that the conference enriched her black experience as she
admits that she was blind to many aspects of her earlier black experience. She states her feeling of change in her
autobiography when she said: "I'm a black poet, and | write about what | see, what interests me, and I'm seeing
now new things. Many things that I'm seeing now | was blind to before" (Report from Part One 151). After that

date, 1967, Brooks began to open a new track towards the black experience, which came to be closer to blackness.

In spite of the fact that Brooks was very much influenced by the conference of 1967, the experience was not
completely sudden for her. In other words, the content of all the discussed issues in the conference were not new
for her. All the discussed themes concern black people, but what was new for Brooks was the way black writers
express their ideas with great pride of themselves and of their black readers. Brooks's black communal experience
after 1967 continued the examination of the conditions of black people and their long struggle against the whites'
oppression. She realized that "the black emphasis must be, not against white, but FOR black” (Report from Part
One 45). Brooks later works stem from her own knowledge which is reinforced by her own life. "No matter how
her politicsand beliefs transformed, the source of her poetry would never change" (Sickels 8). Her works still depict

the grim life of black people who live amid the tensions of the American white society.

The themes and the characters of Brooks's works after 1967 remain the same oppressed black people who live
in the dilemma of race. Her poems discuss the same issues of Bronzeville ghetto black people. In an interview with
her after 1967, when she was asked about her future poems, Brooks replied: "l imagine the future poems will seem
more like some of the poems in A Streer in Bronzeville" (Report from Part One 159). It was the tone, the technique
and the poetic style of her works that have been changed. One of the crucial differences between Brooks's pre-
1967 and post-1967 is that, before 1967, she believed that the black experience and the white experience are the
two parts of the major American experience. Therefore, she dealt with the black people in her early poetry in the
period 1945-1967, not as separate entity, but she regarded the two experiences as inseparable. During the 1940s
and 1950s, Brooks thought that integration is the best solution for the problems of black people and appealing to
the whites was of a great importance for her. Brooks admits her early views when she said: "I thought that
integration was the solution. All we had to do was to keep on appealing to the whites to help us, and they would"
(Report from Part One 175). However, she had always been aware of all the oppression, injustices and humiliation
done by the white people against the black people. Brooks, then, reached universality in her early works through

integration of the white and the black people.
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However, after her awakening in 1967, Brooks realized the way black writers see black people and she began
to change her mind and to deal with the black experience as a culture-specific experience. After that date, Brooks
adopted a new direction toward the black experience with more emphasis on the personal problems and
sufferings of black people and with a stronger voice against racism. Her post-1967 poetry gives insight into the life
of black people and the impact of racial pressures and sufferings. In her autobiography, Brooks says: "I have
certainly changed where | was back in only 1967. I knew there were injustices, and | wrote about them, but I didn't
know what was behind them. | didn't know what kind of society we live in. | didn't know it was all organized"

(Report from Part One 175).

Therefore, Brooks changed many of her concerns. Her form and style of writing have been changed to become
more specific and full of freedom and anger. "Until 1967, Brooks, using topics from urban black life, worked with
traditional Western poetic forms. In that year... she realized a different aesthetic and awakened to a new
understanding of race"(R. Baxter Miller 278). She gave much attention to black self-consciousness and the black
identity. The occasion of the conference affected her views in many respects. Herapproach and character portrayal
became different. She began to portray black characters to represent their fellow black people. Brooks focused her
main interest after the awakening to address black people only not to address all humans. She began to find a new
definition for blackness. For Brooks, the new black man is different from the early black man. He has self-

confidence and great pride of himself. Brooks declared the change in the black character when she said:

There is indeed a new black today. He is different from any the world has known. He's a tall-walker. Almost firm.
By many of his own brothershe is not understood. And he is understood by no white. Not the wise white; not the
Schooled white; not the kind white. Your /east pre-requisite toward an understanding of the new black is an
exceptional Doctorate which can be conferred only upon those with the proper properties of bitter birth and

intrinsic sorrow. (Report from Part One 85)

The change in Brooks's works was notonly in her character portrayal, but also in the form of writing. In her early
phase of writing, Brooks adhered to traditional and restrict forms. She was skillful in manipulating the sonnet,
sonnet-ballad, epic and conventional meters. "While most of her early poems are written in traditional forms,
including sonnets, ballads, and Chaucerian stanzas, after 1967 brooks began to experiment more heavily with free
verse and the black vernacular” (Sickels 7). Brooks's use of free verse and the black vernacular matches her new
black experience and emphasizes her role as a black writer, whose main concern is to appeal only to the black

audience.
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In the Mecca (1968)

In the Mecca is Brooks's first work to be published after her awakening. It took Brooks many years to
accomplish this new work with different views and new consciousness. She began writing /n the Mecca many
years before she attended the conference. Therefore, it is considered to be a transitional work as it is written
between two different stages of writing. During her writing of /n the Mecca, Brooks was preparing for a new style
and a new stage of writing different from that of her early stage. /nn the Meccais the clearest example of Brooks's
moving toward a differentand new black experience. The difference is not only in writing the themes of the work,
but also in creating new forms and techniques. " /n the Mecca ...generally marks shift in Brooks's poetic style, in
which she abandoned the traditional forms of her earlier pieces in favor of free verse and also began to use more
vernacular” (Sickels 44). Brooks's use of the simple language and black vernacular was intended not only to reach
all people of all classes, but also to attract the reader's attention to every word and to the form of her poems.
Brooks's skillin using expressive words increases the popularity of In the Mecca. "By the power of words, the writer

seeks to mesmerize her reader with the spell of form" (R. Baxter Miller 169).

In the Mecca marks the beginning of Brooks's change and her new awareness. The work gathers between
Brooks's continual investigation of the black people’s concerns and issues and her new style of writing. Through
In the Mecca, Brooks tries to present different kinds of black characters and offers various images of the black
community. She succeeded in bringing in front of her readers many historical black figures who played important
roles in the great events, occurred in her society during the 1960s. "/n the Mecca, as a whole, shows the subtle
causal relationship between the tragic lives of the Mecca's tenants and national tragedies such as the assassination
of Malcolm X and the murder of Medgar Evers, the deeds of Chicago's Blackstone Rangers, and the street bombast

of the disciples of black revolution” (Clarke 386, 1988).

In the Mecca is divided into two major sections that bear significant titles. The first section is a long narrative
poem which bears the same title of the book, "In the Mecca", which is considered a benchmark in Brooks's poetry.
The second major section, which holds the title "After Mecca", is a sequence of several poems that vary from short
to long poems. The short poems include, "To a Winter Squirrel”, "Boy Breaking Glass", "Medgar Evers" and
"Malcolm X". The long poems within "After Mecca" are four sub-sections with subdivisions that bear different
titles. The first sub-section is, Two Dedications, which is divided into two poems, "The Chicago Picasso" and "The

Wall". The second sub-section is The Blackstone Rangers, which is divided into three poems, "As seen by

Disciplines”, "The Leaders", and "Gang Girls". The last two sub-sections of "After Mecca" are two significant and
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interrelated poems, The Sermon on the Warpland and The Second Sermon on the Warpland. All the poems within

In the Meccarevolve around real black experiences of black people.

The poems within /nn the Mecca mainly concern the inequities and the injustices that the urban blacks face.
Through recording the hopelessness and the despair of black characters within the Mecca building Brooks
discussed, out of her own experience, issues of race and succeeded to merge the social and political events
together. Brooks had a life experience in the Mecca building as she worked there for a short period of time. Hence
Brooks's representations in /nn the Mecca are true to life as she was involved in the incidents within the building.
"The book concerns the buildingwhere Gwendolyn had once worked for the spiritual advisor, and portrays people
who have been dispossessed and ignored by society” (Sickels 44). All the poems within /n the Mecca give clues
about Brooks's concern with the grim conditions which are opposed on black people and her aim was to find a
new attitude of blackness. Brooks tries through /i the Meccato create a separate society out of an old building in
Chicago. Brooks's main motive was to criticize and condemn her society for creating such types of the Mecca
society which is full of murder, despair and frustration, a society that isolated its people from the outside world.
"She wanted to exhibit all its murders, loves, loneliness, hates, jealousies” (Madhubuti 129). Therefore, Brooks
used the Mecca building as a symbol for the American society at large, in which injustice and oppression were

practiced against the poor black race.

The title poem, "In the Mecca", records the incidents of the life of the inhabitants of the Mecca building, which
was one of Chicago's great buildings and that it had deteriorated after the First World War. Afterwards the Mecca

building became one of the slum dwellings for urban black people:

By 1912, the Mecca housed the black elite of Chicago. After World War 1, the building began its decline. By the
Great Depression the once elaborate showplace and tourist attraction had become a crowded slum for poor black
people and a symbol of encroaching urban blight—a great hulk of modernity confining thousands of expendable

people to the bowels of the city. (Clarke 136, 1995)

The poem portrays the life of the ghetto black people who were fighting to survive in poverty-stricken conditions.
It presents different types of black characters who suffered from deprivation and horrors of racism. The poem is a
masterpiece not just for the themes it discusses, but also for the modes of narration it presents. "In the Mecca"
emphasizes Brooks's awareness of Blackness through giving tribute to Black Nationalism. Throughout the poem,

Brooks tries to stress the significance of the black lives through depicting many examples of black people:

2017 © rodell Zoull Jua japol dhhgaso Godall groa




2017 poagi 35 asell - gilyll olell- dyballg ayadl cilwljall Jus dlao

The title poem of /nn the Mecca (1968) is a masterpiece of this more special kind of synchronicity, as well as of the
more temporal kind. "In the Mecca" combines the patterns of a mythic quest with the daily rounds of life in a huge
slum tenement. In doing so, it also meshes the human diversity of the various tenement dwellers with the

uniformly oppressive conditions in the Mecca building (Hughes 392).

Brooks starts her long poem "In the Mecca" with a single line in a single page thatintroduces the poem, "Now
the way of the Mecca was on this wise" (Blacks 406). Through this significant line, Brooks opens the door of the
Meccaworld, whichis full of differentstories of black people. "The opening page of 'In the Mecca’, a single sentence
situated apart from the rest of the narrative, demonstrates how Brooks's mixed mode of address is paradoxically
inviting and disorienting at the same time" (Lowney 9). Then Brooks starts to present the characters of her poem
who are the heroes and the heroines of her different stories within the building. Brooks employs the device of the
narrator to narrate the details of the stories of those black characters who are all inhabitants of the Mecca building.
The narrator lives among the characters and shares them their moments which are always sad and painful
moments. The length and the richness of the poem give Brooks much space to argue many issues concerning her
black race. "Like her narrator, Brooks arrives in the wake of destruction; signifying indeterminacy, ambiguity,
fluidity, unpredictability, and liminality" (Clarke 138, 1995).The central character throughout the poem is Mrs.

Sallie, who is one of the miserable inhabitants of the Mecca building:

S.Smith is Mrs. Sallie
hies home to Mecca, hies to marvelous rest;
ascends the sick and influential stair.

The eyes unrinsed, the mouth absurd
with the last sourings of the master's Feast.
She plans
to set severity apart,
to unclench the heavy folly of the fist.
Infirm booms
and suns that have not spoken die behind this
low-brown butterball. Our prudent partridge.
Afragmentary attar and armed coma.
Afugitive attar and a district hymn.

(Blacks 407)
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Brooks starts her long narrative poem with description of the main character, Mrs. Sallie which portrays a dark
image of the deprivation and suffering under which urban blacks live. "The introduction to the narrative's
protagonist demonstrates the blend of demoralizing poverty and idiosyncratic vision that characterizes the
residents of Brooks's Mecca" (Lowney 11). Mrs. Sallie leads strenuous life, full of pains and sufferings. She was
seeking rest which became something "marvelous” for her. The use of adjectives is expressive as it helps in
portraying a faithful image of Mrs. Sallie, who "ascends the sick and influential stairs". Out of her tiredness and
fatigue, Mrs. Sallie's eyes seem "unrinsed” and her mouth became "absurd”. When reading "In the Mecca", one can
notice the different feelings and the opinions of those grim black inhabitants who were imprisoned within this
fragmented and deteriorated building. "All live in this decaying city; only through imagination can the reader
constantly sustain their opposing visions. But in Mecca sustentation is all" (R. Baxter Miller 163). The setting of
the action, the Mecca building, symbolizes the prison, the despair and the alienation of the black dwellers whose

life was full of despair and oppression.

Mrs. Sallie, the heroine in "In the Mecca", leads a tragic life in the Mecca building. Her tragedy was aggravated
when she returned home and discovered that her young child Pepita is missing. Mrs. Sallie is a helpless poor black
woman who has nine children, who are named in the poem when their mother was asking them about her missing
Pepita, but unfortunately her search was fruitless. She spent much time searching for her daughter but no one of
her children or her neighbors answered her. "Preoccupied with their own lives, past and present, the characters

lack any answers" (R. Baxter Miller 183).

...Cap, where Pepita? Casey, where Pepita?
Emmett and Melodie Mary, where Pepita?
Brigges, Tennesse, Yvonne, and Thomas Earl,
where may our Pepita be?—
our Woman with her terrible eye,
with iron and feathers in her feet,
with all her songs so lemon-sweet,
with lightning an a canle too
and junk and jewels too?

My heart begins to race.

| fear the end of Peace. (Blacks 415-16)
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After asking her young children about their missing sister, they replied helplessly: "Ain seen er | ain seen er | ain
seen er/ Ain seen er | ain seen er | ain seen er "(Blacks 416). Mrs. Sallie went out through the building searching for
her missing child, butin vain. After long time searching for the young Pepita, she was found murdered by the hands
of one of the characters within the Mecca building. In his article "Gwendolyn Brooks's 'In the Mecca’: A Rebirth
into Blackness", William Hansell portrays the scene of the family useless search for the missing girlin the same way

as the narrator did in the poem:

The main narrative action presents a family in the Mecca frantically searching the labyrinthine structure for the
youngest child, Pepita, who before they find heris raped and murdered. In the course of their search, they confront
avaried and disturbing group of people, most of whom are too fearful, bewildered, selfish, or fanatically enmeshed

in their own affairs to respond sympathetically or compassionately to the problems of others. (200, 1974)

In her search for Pepita, Mrs. Sallie encountered different black characters who were inhabitants of the Mecca
building. They resembled Mrs. Sallie in the same poor miserable circumstances in which they lived. Brooks
portrays different images of distressed black individuals who shared among them poverty and oppression. All of
them fall victims of the racial oppression and segregation. Their dilemma was not less than Mrs. Sallie's, but they

all suffered in the same way from different colors of racism whether in the form of poverty, rape or murder.

Character portrayal playsanimportantrole in Brooks's "In the Mecca". Each character is sketched in a different
form to represent certain prototype. Brooks begins her portrayal with the central figure, Mrs. Sallie Smith and her
simple and poor children who live in isolation from the outside world. "The brief introduction of the children
illustrates one important idea in the poem: Each is compelled to deal with the immediate environment” (Hansell

202,1974). Brooks draws complete cynical image of Mr. Sallie's family and the hard conditions they live in.

And they are constrained. All are constrained.
And there is no thinking of grapes or gold
or of any wicked sweetness and they ride

upon fright and remorse and their stomachs

are rags or grit.( Blacks 416)
Mrs. Sallie's children representthe poorestslice of their society. "Her children, nourished in the black urban ghetto,

have grown to dislike people who own with ease objects about which they can only dream” (Jeanne- Marie A.

Miller 89). They are deprived of the simplest privileges that other children have. They are different in the sense
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that they lack everything that may please them as children. Mrs. Sallie describes three of her children when she

says:

Emmett and Cap and Casey
are skin wiped over bones
for lack of chub and chocolate
an ice cream cones,
for lack of English muffins
and boysenberry jam.
(Blacks 414)

"Through the private thoughts of Mrs. Smith and eight of her nine children, one learns much about the results of
the exploded dreams of the black people in the Northern ghettoes” (Jeanne- Marie A. Miller 89). In her proposal

for the poem, Brooks stated:

| wish to present a large variety of personalities against a mosaic of daily affairs, recognizing that the grimmest of
these is likely to have a streak or two streaks of sun. In the Mecca were murders, loves, loneliness, hates, jealousies.
Hope occurred, and charity, sainthood, glory, shame, despair, fear, altruism. Theft, material and moral.... To touch
every note in the life of this block-long block-wide building would be to capsulize the gist of black humanity in

general. (Report from Part One 189-90)

In her search for her missing girl, Mrs. Sallie met a number of her neighbors who also add to the dark image
which Brooks tries to convey of the whole dwellers of the building. The first figure she met was St. Julia Jones who

always resorts to her Lord in many of her situations in life:

Sees old St Julia Jones, who has had prayer,
and who is rising from amenable knees
inside the wide-flung door of 215.
"Isn't He wonderfulwonderful!" cries St Julia.
"Isn't our Lord the greatest to the brim?
The light of my life. And | die late
past the still pastures. And meadows. He's the  comfort

and wine and piccalilli for my soul.
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He hunts me up the coffee for my cup.

Oh how | love that Lord."(Blacks 407-8)

StJulia occupies her mind with some views and beliefs which are shown to be joyful than being religious. She lives
isolated within her world and that she finds relief in her Lord. She believes that, "He's the comfort" of all her
suffering and frustrations. St. Julia is an example of the poor and helpless black people who preferred to leave the

tyrant society and to search for refuge in her Lord.

Another significant character within the Mecca building is Alfred, "an English teacher and untalented would-be

writer, comes to act as a choral commentator as the poem develops” (Taylor 114).

And Mrs.
Sallie sees Alfred.Ah, his God!-
To create! To create! To bend with the tight intentness
over the neat detail, come to
a terrified standstill of the heart, then shiver,
then rush—successfully—
how stuffs can be compounded or sifted out
and emphasized; what the importances are;
what coats in which to wrap things. Alfred is un-
talented. Knows. Marks time and themes at Phillips,
stares, glares, of mornings, at a smear
which does not care what he may claim or doubt

or probe or clear or want, or what he might have been. (Blacks 408-9)

Brooks portrays the character of Alfred in a special form to act in some situations as her spokesperson and to

convey her messages through his vital comments:

Alfred says:
The faithless world!
betraying yet again

trinities!

My chaste displeasure
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is not enough;
the brilliant British of the new command
is not enough;
the counsels of division, the hot counsels,
the scuffle and short pout
are not enough, are only
a pressure of clanking and affinities
against
the durable fictions of a Charming Trash.

(Blacks 414-15)

In this way, Alfred gives the opinion of the poet to criticize some aspects of the society. Alfred's black experience
within the Mecca building has a great impact on his character and his great sense of blackness is the source of his
inspirations. Alfred "discovers communal relationships he had tried to ignore and discovers also that the
profoundest influences on his thoughts and actions, on his values and ideas, derive from his racial and personal
experience, from, in short, his blackness" (Hansell 199,1974). Even on the level of word-choice, Brooks intends to
use expressive words as, "The faithless world, betraying, and displeasure”, to show her disapproval of the
prevailing social and political aspects of the society through employing the character of Alfred as a commentator
on the events. Other times, the narrator comments on the character of Alfred, who understands the situation well

and who is able to describe the image to the reader accurately, as in the following part:

No, Alfred has not seen Pepita Smith.
But he (who might have been an architect)
can speak of Mecca: firm arms surround
disorders, bruising ruses and small hells,
small semiheavens: hug barbarous rhetoric
built of buzz, coma and petite pell-mells.

(Blacks 421-22)

Hence, Alfred's role in the poem is not just a tenant in the Mecca building; rather he represents the reader's eye
through which one could watch the events of the building. Brooks's craft is shown in attracting the reader's
attention through her use of the characters and employing some of them for the task of the narrator. Brooks's aim

was to portray a complete image of the building.
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In writing "In the Mecca", Brooks's aim was to portray a faithful picture of this black society and its people with
all their concerns. Brooks did not only present a gloomy image of the society through portraying the miserable
conditions of black people, but she left beam of light for her people. She indulged hope among the inhabitants of
the building. Brooks was aware of the fact that black ghetto people suffered not only physically but also spiritually
and thatthey were in a bad need for spiritual supportamong themselves. She portrayed some characters in special
form to act this role. Prophet Williams is one of the tenants in the Mecca who acts as a healer for other depressed
black inhabitants. However, his character could be seen from two sides; from one side he represents the hope for
black people through the services he offers to them, and from another side, he exploits his fellow blacks and takes

profits in return of his services.
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