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- "L'objet de la théorie de I'argumentation est I'étude des techniques discursives permettant de provoquer ou d'accroitre I'adhésion
des esprits aux théses qu'on présente a leur assentiment” (Perelman et Olbrechts-Tyteca 1970).
% -- Chaim Perelman et Lucie Olbrechts-Tyteca : Traité de I'argumentation : La nouvelle rhétorique, Presses Universitaires de France,

Paris, 1958.
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Abstract

This article investigates the background in which reception theory emerged. The latter is one of the mostimportant
theories to break away from contextual criticism (interested in what is outside the text). and the textual
approaches (concerned with the inside of the text) which see the text as a closed structure. Reception theory came
as an attempt to address the weaknesses of those approaches by positioning the reader at the center of the
interpretive process. It was born at the University of Constance in the 1960s thanks to a group of university
professors. headed by Hans Robert Jauss. whose theory borrowed from several philosophies: such as
Hermeneutic. Phenomenology. and Sociology. Jauss was also inspired by Russian Formalism. Semiology etc.
Some of the most important critical concepts developed by Jauss are: the horizon of expectations. a key concept.

aesthetic distance. the merging of horizons. the logic of question and answer. non-determinate context. etc.

Key words: reception theory — contextual criticism- textual approaches — hermeneutic.
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